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A PHASE I CULTURAL RESOURCES INVESTIGATION 
FOR THE PROPOSED US AUCTION FACILITY 

DEVELOPMENT, 7.1 ACRES OF LAND  
IN COLTON, SAN BERNARDINO 

COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 
(APN 0163-281-31) 

by: 
 

Jeanette A. McKenna, Principal 
McKenna et al., Whittier CA 

 
 
 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 
McKenna et al. (Appendix A) initiated this cultural resource investigation for the proposed 
US Auction Development in the City of Colton San Bernardino County, California, on a 
7.1 acre property located at 1050 S. 6th Street, Colton, California.  The proposed project 
involves the development of an office/warehouse complex and associated parking facili-
ties for a vehicle auction/sales business.  This property is currently zoned for light indus-
trial uses.  This Phase I study has been completed for compliance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act, as amended (CEQA), and as required by the City of Colton. 
This report has been prepared in a format consistent with the requirements for compliance 
with CEQA. The primary goal of this Phase I cultural resources investigation is to identify 
cultural resources and, if present, provide a preliminary assessment of the resource(s) 
and make recommendations for the treatment of such resources to lessen impacts to a 
level of insignificance.  Site preparation will require grading, excavation, and site stabili-
zation for construction. 

 
LOCATION AND SETTING 

 
The project area consists of 7.1 acres of land on the northeastern corner of Fogg Street and 
6th Street; south of Interstate 10 and between La Cadena Drive (west) and Jefferson Lane 
(east).  The property boundaries are irregular (Figures 1 and 2), resulting in a minimum of ten 
UTM coordinate points (Figure 3; Table 1).  Access to the property is afforded via a gate on 6th 
Street (west side of property) and Fogg Street (south side of property).  The northern and east-
ern sides of the property are dominated by residential properties and there is a utility access 
alley extending from a midpoint on Jefferson Lane, entering the east side of the property.  At 
the time of this investigation, the alley was open and provided immediate pedestrian access. 
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Figure 1.  Thomas Brothers’ Map Illustrating the Location  

of the Project Area. 
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Figure 2.  USGS San Bernardino South Quadrangle Illustrating 

the Current Project Area. 
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Figure 3.  Detail of the Project Area. 
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Table 1.  UTM Coordinates for Corners within the Project Area. 

Point 

NAD 27 NAD 83 

Easting Northing Easting Northing 

A 469712 3767959 469631 3768055 

B 469741 3768072 469660 3768268 

C 469779 3768075 469698 3768271 

D 469781 3768102 469700 3768298 

E 469833 3768103 469752 3768299 

F 469833 3768070 469752 3768266 

G 469868 3768070 469787 3768266 

H 469865 3767920 469784 3768116 

I 469790 3767920 469709 3768116 

J 469791 3767957 469710 3768053 
 

 

The project area is also within Township 1 South, Range 4 West, and the southwest quarter of 

Sections 29.  Illustrated in Figure 4, the project area is currently vacant, but shows evidence of 

significant prior use.  This early development has been traced to a Southern California Gas 

facility established between 1925 and 1928, remaining on the property until ca. 1966, when 

the facility was dismantles and the property was sold.  Since 1966, there is evidence the prop-

erty may have been used for modest horse or cow grazing, but no substantial construction has 

occurred.  The is also evidence of weed abatement. 

 

Geologically, this area is within the Peninsular Range of Southern California. Drover (1979) 
characterized this area as the Peninsular Range geologic province as consisting predom-
inantly of granitic outcrops.  Citing Drover (1979:3-4), the soils are described as “... de-
composing granite and are relatively shallow, erosional cuts ... with more significant gra-
dation in the valley bottoms.”  Gray (1961:57) notes that marine sedimentation occurred in 
the early Miocene and probably continued into the Pliocene epochs, resulting in the for-
mation of the Santa Ana Mountains. Geological testing by Leighton and Associates, Inc. 
(1988) has dated the older alluvium of the area to approximately 25,000 years B.P. (before 
present). Additional data indicated the surface areas continued to erode while the sub-
strate remains relatively intact. 
 

The general area is dominated by the presence of sandy top soils of the Santa Ana River 
terrace (the river being west/northwest of this project area). Desert Sage Scrub habitat, 
characterized by the presence of buckwheat, sage, and deer weed, is present in sur-
rounding hillsides (Bean and Saubel 1972; Mead 1972; Drover 1979; and ARMC 1980).  
This portion of San Bernardino County and the Santa Ana River drainage is reported to 
have been considerably different during prehistoric times (see Bissell 1993:3-4).  A shift in 
climate conditions (i.e. warmer weather) resulted in the replacement of pines with oak 
woodland and, eventually, grasslands. According to Heusser (1978), the grasslands were 
replaced by sage scrub and chaparral during the Late Prehistoric Horizon (post A.D. 750). 
The lack of native vegetation within the current project area is attributed to historic and 
modern use of the property for ranching and/or commercial purposes. 
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Figure 4.  Aerial Photograph Illustrating the Current Project Area. 
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Natural resources available to prehistoric (and historic) populations can be found within 

a short distance of the current project area.  These include the resources associated with 

the nearby Coastal Communities (i.e. saltwater estuaries, beach and coastal strand habi-

tats, and the marine community). Riparian woodlands, freshwater marsh lands, grass-

lands, oak woodlands, additional scrub communities, and chaparral can all be identified in 

the general area.  

 

CULTURE HISTORY BACKGROUND 
- Prehistory - 

 
The current project area is located in an ethnographic area associated with both the Gab- 
rielino (Tongva) of the Los Angeles, San Gabriel, Rio Hondo, and Santa Ana River drainage 
(roughly Los Angeles County and western San Bernardino and Riverside Counties of 
today; McCawley 1996:23; Kroeber 1925:621; and Bean and Smith 1978:538), and the 
Serrano of northwestern Riverside and San Bernardino Counties. McCawley (1996:55), 
in his recently published volume on the Gabrielinos, ascribes the Gabrielino territory as 
including the current project area, although others would assign the area to the Serrano or 
Luiseno territory. McCawley asserts that the ethnographic (proto-historic) Gabrielinos, his 
“first Angelinos,” were not the same culture first inhabiting this area of southwestern San 
Bernardino County (1996:1), but a variation of the culture; emphasizing a premise 
which is gaining strength in the archaeological community. 
 
McKenna (1995) presented a similar argument.at the Natural Resources in the Puente 
Hills-Chino Hills Corridor Symposium.  The Gabrielino, as currently identified, are/were a 
society identified by Late Prehistoric/Proto-historic ethnographic records and archaeologi-
cal data identifying Late Prehistoric occupation of Southern California. Changes identified 
between the earlier periods and the Late Prehistoric are evident in the archaeological 
record and in variations seen in technologies, social/community patterns and, in some 
cases, linguistics and population estimates.  Populations preceding the “Gabrielino,” while 
related, can be identified as separate or variant forms of the Gabrielino culture. As such, 
there is little evidence to separate the Gabrielino/Tongva from their other surrounding rela-
tives (i.e. the Luiseno or Serrano). In any case, the term “Gabrielino” is a reference derived 
from the Spanish Mission Period and reflect Mission settlement associations, not prehis-
toric kinship, a lack of kinship, societal commonality, or variation. In general, the Ga-
brielino and their surrounding populations were the same people throughout the majority 
of prehistoric times. 
 
Early studies of the Gabrielino (see Smith and Taggart 1909; Benedict 1924; Bolton 1927; 
Robinson 1939; and Kroeber 1925) emphasized anthropological/ethnographic studies. 
More recently, however, the investigations of the Gabrielino have relied on archaeological 
data (i.e. Drover 1980; Drover, Koerper, and Langenwalter 1983; McKenna 1985 and 
1986; Hudson 1969 and 1971; Rice and Cottrell 1976; Wallace 1955; Warren 1968; Green-
wood 1978; and Mason et al. 1994; etc.). Additional studies have been presented in as-
sociation with the Society for California Archaeology, presenting up-dated information on 
Southern California in general. 
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Reference to the "Gabrielino" Indians, as noted above, is derived from a direct association 
of the Native population to the San Gabriel Valley and its association with the Mission San 
Gabriel de Archangel - originally located in the Whittier Narrows area and now within the 
community of San Gabriel.  The ethnographic boundaries for the Gabrielino are presented 
by Bean and Smith (1978:538) and refined by McCawley (1996). The Mission San Gabriel 
serviced the entire San Gabriel Valley; ranging from the coast to the San Gabriel/San 
Bernardino Mountains and from northern Los Angeles County to just north of San Juan Ca-
pistrano. The eastern extent of the territory included western and southern San Bernar-
dino County and bordered the ethnographic areas associated Luiseno and Serrano popu-
lations of the coastal, mountain, and desert regions. 
 
The Gabrielino/Serrano utilized numerous plants and animals for food, shelter, and med-
icines. Citing Kroeber (1976: 649-650), they used seeds most often, followed by foliage, 
shoots, fruits, and berries. Mountain shrubs, ash, elder, and willow were used for shelters 
and tool materials (e.g. bows). Over twenty plants were used regularly for medicinal pur-
poses. Fauna used as food sources included deer, rabbits, wood rats, squirrels, quail, 
and ducks. Animals specifically not used were dog, coyote, bear, tree squirrel, pigeon, dove, 
mud hen, eagle, buzzard, raven, lizards, frogs, and turtles (Kroeber 1976:652). Along the 
coast, the Gabrielino regularly exploited the wetlands and ocean resources.  
 
The Gabrielino and Serrano used numerous styles of bows, bedrock mortars, portable 
mortars, pipes, chisels, metates, manos, and various forms of chipped stone tools. Prior 
to the establishment of the Mission system, populations tended to live in larger villages 
with a series of "daughter" or "satellite" sites (limited activity areas) with lesser popula-
tions. Seasonal migration was practiced for the exploitation of resources and protection 
from seasonal weather conditions (Scientific Resource Surveys 1979:7). Cooking was 
generally conducted outdoors with hearths within structures usually used for heat.  Ar-
chaeological data and correlations with ethnographic data have resulted in the determi-
nation of a chronology for Southern California prehistoric times. Data provided by Wallace 
(1955), Warren (1968) and later by Koerper and Drover (1983) and Mason (1984; sum-
marized in McKenna 1986). The chronology generally accepted for Southern California 
coastal sites is as follows: 
 

Early Man Horizon: Pre-dating 6,000 B.C.; is characterized by the presence 
of large projectile points and scrapers, suggesting a reliance on hunting ra-
ther than gathering; 
 
Milling Stone Horizon: 6,000 to 1,000 B.C.; characterized by the presence of 
hand stones, milling stones, choppers, and scraper planes; tools associated 
with seed gathering and shellfish processing with limited hunting activities; 
evidence of a major shift in the exploitation of natural resources; 
 
Intermediate Horizon: 1,000 B.C. to A.D. 750; reflects the transitional period 
between the Milling Stone and the Late Prehistoric Horizons; little is known 
of this time period, but evidence suggests interactions with outside groups 
and a shift in material culture reflecting this contact; 
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Late Prehistoric Horizon: A.D. 750 to European Contact; characterized by the 
presence of small projectile points; use of the bow and arrow; steatite con- 
tainers and trade items, asphaltum; cremations; grave goods; mortars and 
pestles; and bedrock mortars. 

 
 
The investigation of sites in the Newport Bay/Irvine area of Orange County (Mason and Pe-
terson 1994) have yielded significant data resulting in refinements of the Coastal Chro-
nology. Their conclusions were based on the radiocarbon dates from 326 samples repre-
senting thirty-one archaeological sites or cultural contexts.  
 
Summarizing their results, Mason and Peterson (1994:55) found that the majority of sites 
were occupied during the Milling Stone (Horizon) period or the Late Prehistoric (Horizon) 
period “... without much overlap ...”  Only four sites yielded results suggesting occupation 
during more than one cultural period (i.e.CA-ORA-64).  In a few instances, dates sug-
gested occupation during the Intermediate (Horizon) period.  Mixtures of dates appeared 
in limited areas and could be directly associated with areas of agricultural activities. 
 
The frequency distribution of radiocarbon dates from the Mason and Peterson investiga-
tions were grouped in blocks of fifty year intervals and yielded a range from of dates from 
200 B.P. (before present) to 9280 B.P. (dates from CA-ORA-246 indicate occupation of 
the Newport Bay area as early as the Paleo-Coastal period or (Early Man Horizon). Mason 
and Peterson’s conclusions (1994:57) do not necessarily change the basic chronology, 
but define more individualistic periods of occupation that are not necessarily evident in the 
analysis of an artifact assemblage. Their refined chronology is presented in Table 2, below. 
 
 

Table 2.  Refined Coastal Chronology as Defined by Mason and Peterson (1994). 

Cultural Horizons Defined 1986 Cultural Periods Redefined 1994 Temporal Correlations 

Paleo-Coastal Pre-6000 B.C. Paleo-Coastal Pre-8000 B.P. Pre-6000 B.C. 

Milling Stone 6000 to 1000 B.C. 

Milling Stone 1 8000 to 5800 B.P. 6000 to 3800 B.C. 

Milling Stone 2 5800 to 4650 B.P. 3800 to 2650 B.C. 

Milling Stone 3 4650 to 3000 B.P. 2650 to 1000 B.C. 

Intermediate 
1000 B.C. to A.D. 

750 
Intermediate 3000 to 1350 B.P. 1000 B.C. to A.D. 650 

Late Prehistoric 
A.D. 750 to Euro-

pean Contact 

Late Prehistoric 1 1350 to 650 B.P. A.D. 650 to 1350 

Late Prehistoric 2 650 to 200 B.P. A.D. 1350 to Contact 
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The Mason and Peterson chronology emphasizes that the definition of sites by artifact 

assemblage, as used to established earlier chronologies, is still valid. However, with the 

modern technology and site dating techniques, site occupations can be more definitively 

ascertained and such studies have resulted in determining that Milling Stone and Late 

Prehistoric sites are relatively discrete.  Variations appear within these two generalized 

periods which can be explained by temporally discrete assemblages and occupations.  Fu-

ture studies of sites yielding statistically valid artifact assemblages and radiocarbon sam-

ples can be conducted to further the understanding of Native American activities in the 

area of Southern California and in understanding the relative lack of data for the Interme-

diate Horizon/period. 

 

- The Historic Period - 
 
The earliest known records of European contact with Southern California Native Americans 
date to the mid-1500s, representing minor contact during early explorations by the Span-
ish. Intensive contact was not established until the 1770s, when Father Garces traversed 
the Mojave Desert and entered coastal Southern California through the Cajon Pass 
(Walker 1986). 
 
In the 1770s, the Spanish padres, under the direction of Junipero Serra, began the process 
of establishing a series of missions throughout Alta California, as California was then 
known. Noted earlier, the project area is within the boundaries of lands held by the Mis-
sion San Gabriel de Archangel. The mission continued to hold these large tracts until the 
Mexican government declared its independence from Spain and issued orders for the 
secularization of the Missions (ca. 1824).  
 
By 1833-34, the majority of Mission lands were taken from the Catholic Church and reis-
sued to individuals who had served as either Spanish or Mexican soldiers, settlers, finan-
ciers, etc.  The Mexican government hoped to initiate a pattern of settlement in Alta Cali-
fornia by relocating populations from other Mexican settlements to recently established 
Alta California settlements (Hanna 1951; McWilliams 1973; Dumke 1944; and Scott 
1977).  
 
Maps provided by Avina (1932); the Bureau of Land Management; and Beck and Haase 
(1977) illustrate the extent of the Rancho/Grant system.  In this case, the project area is 
near the boundaries of three historic ranchos: Rancho Jurupa (Stearns); Rancho Jurupa 
(Rubidoux); and Rancho San Bernardino.  In reality, the project area is within the bound-
aries of the Rancho San Bernardino, while culturally associated with the Rancho Jurupa 
(Stearns), originally confirmed to Juan Bandini by Governor Alvarado in 1838. The rancho 
consisted of approximately seven square leagues in San Bernardino County (now including 
a portion of Riverside County).   
 
Bandini’s grant was approved on May 22, 1840 (Avina 1932: 53).  Gudde (1998:188) 
describes Jurupa as follows: 
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“The name was applied because the range and the railroad station are situ-
ated on the territory of the Jurupa land grant, dated Sept. 28, 1838. Jurupa, 
even earlier, had been a rancho of Mission San Gabriel. The origin must be 
Gabrielino ... “sagebrush-place” (Munro), or a similar form in a related lan-
guage, with a “place” suffix -pa.   Jurupa is mentioned as a place by Ord in 
1849 (p. 119) and is shown on his sketch of the Los Angeles plains. River-
side was apparently first called Jurupa ... however, the von Leicht-Craven 
map of 1874 shows the two names in different locations.” 

 
 
Summarizing a discussion presented by McKenna in 1990 and 2007 (and more recently in 
2020 a and 2020 b) the Rancho Jurupa was originally under the jurisdiction of the Mission 
San Gabriel and used for cattle grazing and, with the assistance of “neophytes” (Native 
American converts), maintaining small gardens. The neophytes continued with many of 
their ancestral ways, despite the influences of the Mission padres.  After the declaration of 
independence by Mexico from Spain, the secularization of the Missions opened large 
tracts of land for settlement. Following the prior policies of Spain, the Mexican government 
continued to issue large land grants and supported the settlement of Alta California.  
Hanna (1951:249-250) notes: 
 
 

“The ranchos of California comprised one of the quartette [sic] of elements 
by which Spain accomplished the conquest of the province, the others being 
missions, presidios and pueblos. The principal of granting lands to encour-
age settlement and colonization of undeveloped areas is an ancient custom 
of empire-minded nations, which found its counterpart in the more recent 
homestead and railroad grant laws of our United States. In the beginning, 
as W.W. Robinson so aptly points out in his “Rancho Become Cities”, the 
ranch grants of California were merely grazing or pasturage permits which 
entitled the grantees to the use but not the ownership of the land. Eventually 
these permits became actual transfers of ownership by the regnant sover-
eign or political jurisdiction. And so California’s more than 500 private land 
grants came into being.” 

 
 
Juan Bandini held the majority of his rancho until his death in 1859 (Newmark and New-
mark 1930:254).  However, when he needed funds, he sold a large portion of the Rancho 
Jurupa to Louis Rubidoux, resulting in the identification of the Rancho Jurupa (Rubidoux). 
The Rancho Jurupa (Stearns) was acquired by Bandini’s daughter and son-in-law (Dona 
Arcadia and Don Abel Stearns) following Bandini’s death. Again, citing Newmark and New-
mark (1930: 254-255): 
 
 

“Surrounded by most of his family, Don Juan Bandini, a distinguished South-
ern Californian and a worthy member of one of the finest Spanish families 
here, after a long and painful illness, died at the home of his daughter and 
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son-in-law, Dona Arcadia and Don Abel Strearns, in Los Angeles, on No-
vember 4, 1859. Don Juan had come to California far back in the early twen-
ties, and to Los Angeles so soon thereafter that he was a familiar and wel-
come figure here many years before I arrived ... Don Juan married twice.  His 
first wife, courted in 1823, was Dolores, daughter of Captain Jose Estudillo, 
a comandante at Monterey; and of that union were born Dona Arcadia, first 
wife of Abel Stearns and later of Colonel R.S. Baker; Dona Ysidora, who 
married Lieutenant Cave H. Couts, a cousin of General Grant; Dona Josefa, 
later the wife of Pedro C. Carrillo (father of J.J. Carrillo), formally marshal 
here and now Justice of the Peace at Santa Monica), and  the sons, Jose 
Maria Bandini and Juanito Bandini.  Bandini’s second wife was Refugio, a 
daughter of Santiago Arguello and a granddaughter of the governor who 
made the first grants of land to rancheros of Los Angeles ... By Bandini’s 
second marriage there were three sons: Juan de la Cruz Bandini, Alfredo 
Bandini and Arturo Bandini. 

 
 
With the exception of the sale to Rubidoux, the Rancho Jurupa (Stearns) remained intact 
into the 1880s. As early as 1840, however, Don Juan Bandini offered a portion of his land 
as a place of settlement for the displaced population from Politana.  Politana was a small 
community of Native Americans from Abiquiu, New Mexico, bought to California by the 
Lugos of the Rancho San Bernardino.  This gift of land was known as the “Bandini Dona-
tions,” consisting of approximately 2,200 acres of land along the Santa Ana River in the 
northeastern portion of the Rancho Jurupa.   
 
Various accounts describe this land as covering an area of six miles along the River and 
one-half mile wide along both sides of the River (McKenna 1990:20).  These two settle-
ments were named “Agua Mansa” (gentle water) and “La Placita” (small town).  Agua 
Mansa was northwest of the River and La Placita was southeast of the River. [Note: the 
current project area is near the northeastern boundary of Agua Mansa and the adjacent 
community of San Salvador.] 
 
The community of Agua Mansa was established along the road established to connect 
Riverside with San Bernardino (later referred to as the Agua Mansa Road).  Hayes (1929) 
suggests the church within the Cemetery at Agua Mansa was the third church built for the 
community and likely dates to ca. 1854. This structure and the associated Cemetery are 
located north of Agua Mansa Road and atop the bluff overlooking the community of Agua 
Mansa (northwest of the current project area). 
 
The floods of the 1860s destroyed the community of Agua Mansa (and La Placita). In 1862, 
a wall of water estimated to be between thirty and fifty feet tall overran the communities on 
the Santa Ana River, destroying everything except the church and a single residence near 
the church (the bluff being above the flood line). In 1868, a second flood destroyed the 
reestablished community and left many feet of silt and debris atop the community’s lands. 
Following the second flood, the community was officially abandoned and the church fell into 
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ruins.  Many of the residents who chose to remain in the general area moved to the com-
munity referenced as San Salvador, east of Rancho Road, away from the river and above 
the flood zone.  Many continued to farm along the river while living elsewhere, as they 
still owned their land.   Castaneda and Pitti (1980) referred to this area of the southern 
extent of the Rancho San Bernardino as “South Colton” and a “barrio” covering an area 
of 1.36 square miles.   They state further: 
 
 

“The town of Colton was created by promoters of the Southern Pacific Rail-
road who wanted to divert the traffic and prosperity synonymous with rail-
roads away from neighboring San Bernardino.  These promoters intended 
to make Colton the railroad center of Southern California.  The Chicano 
barrio, the southside of Colton is also synonymous with railroads and with 
the Southern pacific, who brought in Mexican labor in the 1890s to build, 
repair and maintain the rail lines.  Begun as a railroad labor camp and ad-
jacent to the railroad tracks, South Colton developed in the same was as 
many Chicano barrios and colonias throughout the Southwest and the Mid-
west.  In most cases, Mexican labor came in with the railroads and estab-
lished lasting communities out of what were originally railroad labor camps.  
These communities were founded net to the tracks because that was often 
marginal land, was economically affordable, close to work, and because de 
facto segregation existed.  In Colton the Chicano community established 
itself on an open section of land southeast of the Southern Pacific Railroad 
tracks, where most of the Mexicanos worked. 
 
“While the Mexicano community developing close to the tracks was new, an 
older, well-established Spanish-speaking community comprised of the de-
scendants of the original New Mexican/Genizaro settlers of San Salvador 
was nearby.  These settlers, from Abiqui, New Mexico, had come to the 
river-bottom area near South Colton in 1843 at the behest of California ran-
cheros who wanted families to colonize the outer limits of their lands and 
protect their property from Indian attack, thieves, and marauders.  In ex-
change the New Mexican pioneers, led by Hipolito Espinosa and Lorenzo 
Trujillo, received land upon which to settle, farm, and establish their own 
communities.  In 1913, when the Church of San Salvador was built in South 
Colton, the two Spanish-speaking communities merged.  The original San 
Salvador Church was built in Aqua Mansa by the community in 1853.  It 
had, however, been abandoned in the 1890s and was subsequently recon-
structed in South Colton when the barrio residents petitioned the Archdio-
cese for their own church.  San Salvador Church, central to the religious, 
social, and political life of South Colton, still sits on the corner of 7th and M 
streets, where it was built in 1913. 
 
“As the town of Colton continued to grow and prosper, the Chicano barrio 
also grew  through natural  increase as  well as through  continued immigra- 
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tion.  By 1905 South Colton had 500 residents and was called “Little Mexico” 
or “Choloville” by the Angle residents of Colton.  South Colton developed 
consistent with the economic, social, and political reality of the Mexicanos 
and Chicanos who lived and worked there.  Little by little Mexicanos bought 
small lots and built their own homes, which the designed, from materials 
they could afford, and with the help of family and friends.  Thus the homes 
in South Colton are primarily small, wooden frame structure that often 
started out as shacks constructed of discarded lumber and corrugated alu-
minum.  Many are of an elongated design, with one room after another 
added as families grew.  In most cases there is a small garden either to the 
side or at the back of the house, and the lot is made attractive by the addition 
of numerous plants in brilliantly colored pots.  Many of the lots also have 
cactus and succulents planted near or around the house.  The design of the 
homes, the material used to construct them, and the use of the exterior 
space reflects not only the economic conditions and space needs of the 
Chicanos in South Colton, but alto their aesthetic and cultural sensitivities.  
In short, the Mexicanos who created this community gave it the aesthetic 
form and texture they were familiar with in Mexico.  They recreated the Mex-
ican environment. 
 
“The economic, social, and political conditions and the Chicano response 
to them in South Colton, is further revealed in the history of the community.  
In response to the economic poverty, to racism, and to exclusion from socio-
political institutions in the town of Colton, Chicanos in the barrio created 
their own institutions to educate their young, to provide medical aid and 
economic assistance.  They also formed a labor union.  By 1910 South Col-
ton had an underground Spanish language academy where barrio young-
sters were instructed in their community’s language, values and history after 
the regular school day and on Saturday mornings.  In 1913, community or-
ganizations in South Colton includes a Mutualista group (mutual aid soci-
ety), a Comite de Fiestas Patrioticas (committee for celebrating Mexican 
national holidays), and a womens’ Cruz Azul (Blue Cross) society.  The mu-
tualistas helped each other with burial and other expenses when work re-
lated and other calamities occurred.  The Cruz Azul members visited the 
sick and helped the family when illness struck in the barrio.  Celebrations of 
Mexico’s national holidays, particularly the 16th of September and the Cinco 
de Mayo, were organized by the Comite de Fiestas Patrioticas.  The com-
munity, then, responded collectively to their poverty and to the exclusion 
from Anglo-dominated and Anglo-controlled institutions. 
  
“In 1917 Chicano workers organized the Trabajadores Unidos union and 
led a successful strike against the Portland Cement Company, one of Col-
ton’s major industries and its largest employer.  The two month strike was 
in protest of the cut in Mexicanos’ wages by the cement company, whose 
rationale  for  the  wage  cut  was  the  “Mexicans  were  making  too  much  
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money.”  Anglo workers employed at the cement company did not have their 
wages cut.  Trabajadores Unidos won their strike.  The company rescinded 
the wage cut.  Subsequently the union opened a cooperative grocery story 
which they called “La Union.” 
 
“The post-World War Two era [should be World War One] to the Great De-
pression saw some growth of Colton’s two communities.  The two commu-
nities, however, did not experience parallel growth for South Colton did not 
receive its share of municipal funds for municipal services, educational, or 
recreational facilities.  Streets in South Colton remained unpaved, sewage 
services were non-existent.  Chicano youngsters were segregated in a Mex-
ican grade school with inadequate facilities, insufficient teachers, and were 
not welcome in the town’s one high school in Colton proper.  The city’s 
swimming pool was segregated, Mexicanos could swim only on the day be-
fore the water was to be changed.  The town’s theater was also segregated.  
The two communities remained segregated, and except for work and some 
shopping, Chicanos and Anglos seldom interacted. 
 
“In South Colton Chicano-owned businesses sprang up to service the Chi-
cano community.  A number of small businesses, including bakeries, gro-
ceries, restaurants, pool halls, taverns, clothing, butcher shops, and other 
stores met most of the shopping needs of the community.  While most of 
these stores are now closed, a few still exist such as the Seventh Street 
Market, still operated by the original owners; Martinez’s Bakery, now a small 
grocery store run by the daughter of the original owner.  The significance of 
these stores cannot be overestimated.  They not only provided the neces-
sary provisions for the community that had restricted access to stores in 
Colton proper, but they did so in the language, mannerisms, and customs 
expressing the economic and cultural values of the working class Mexican 
community.  Even in the décor, which included notices of community events, 
an alter dedicated to a special saint, or the owner’s patron saint sitting in a 
special corner, reaffirmed the cultural identity of the community.  Forced into 
segregation by economic circumstance and racial discrimination, the Chi-
cano community placed their indelible stamp on South Colton and made it 
theirs. 
 
“The community’s social functions, including quincianeras, baptisms, wed-
dings, dances, and Fiestas Patrioticas, and other social activities were held 
in either the Parish Hall or a dance hall built in South Colton.  The social life 
of the community revolved around these two halls, which were always dec-
orated with banderitas, brilliantly colored crepe paper, and other ornaments 
reflecting the aesthetic sensibilities of the community.  Significant too is the 
fact these activities involved the entire family.  Grandparents, parent, young 
marrieds, teenagers, and infants all attended the dances, which often at-
tracted big-name Mexicano and Chicano bands and conjuntos from Los An- 
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geles.  For the men in particular, the local pool halls and taverns were major 
centers of social activity - a place to relax, have a beer, see friends and talk 
over the situation with family, work, and making ends meet. 
 
“To meet the communities entertainment needs and interests, as well as to 
counter the racism represented by the segregated Anglo-owned theater in 
Colton, two Chicano theaters showing Spanish-language films opened in 
South Colton.  El Tivoli on 7th and O Street and El Teatro Hildago not only 
showed films, they were also centers for community activity and Spanish-
language theatrical presentations, including those of the traveling Circo Es-
calante from Los Angeles, and tandas de veriedad.  The latter activity usu-
ally consisted of local residents displaying their talents to each other.  Ce-
cilia Martinez Williams, born and raised in South Colton and now owner of 
Martinez’ Bakery, fondly recalled performing at the Tivoli as a child and 
stated that children’s performances were a regular part of the activities at 
the Tivoli.  Only a cement slab remains of the Tivoli now. 
 
“To ensure that Chicano youngsters had a place to swim on a daily basis 
and that the community had a recreational center, Juan Caldera, owner of 
Caldera’s Carniceria (butcher shop) built a stadium complex in South Colton 
in 1922.  Calling it the International Stadium, Caldera built a swimming pool, 
a baseball diamond and bleachers.  Chicano baseball teams from all over 
Southern California came to South Colton to compete in an informal and 
unofficial, but very active, Chicano baseball league.  Of the stadium and 
swimming pool, very little remains – a cement foundation and a dusty, over-
grown field are the only reminders of the structures around which the com-
munity’s recreational life revolved in the years before the Depression of the 
1930s. 
 
“The repatriation and deportation of Mexicanos and Chicanos during the 
Great Depression … not only served to depopulate South Colton but effec-
tively destroyed the developing economic and social stability of the barrio.  
Most of the stores closed and many of the residents, including Caldera, 
were repatriated or deported.  Some families, also including Caldera, later 
returned – but they had lost their property and any savings they had accu-
mulated prior to repatriation or deportation.  South Colton never recovered 
from the effects of the repatriation/deportation program. 
 
“The Second World War and it post-war years saw the young people leave 
the barrio as the community sent sons to war and they saw them move to 
urban centers where economic and educational opportunities appeared 
more accessible.  Those who stayed in South Colton during and after the 
war, however, began to organize politically, to challenge the Anglo estab-
lishment.  The excessive force used by Colton police in what has been 
called the “Colton Zoot Suit Riot” was soundly condemned by Chicanos who  
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saw it was part of the attack against Mexicanos that occurred in Los Angeles 
in 1943 when Anglo sailors and marines attacked Mexican and Black 
youngsters wearing “drapes”, stripped and beat them, then saw these 
youngsters arrested by the police.  Chicanos in South Colton launched pro-
tests against the police, demanded better municipal services from City Hall, 
desegregation of the schools, and a voice in local government.  In the fifties 
they elected a Chicano councilman. 
 
“The decade of the 1960s saw continued organization and political activity 
as the residents of South Colton joined in the Chicano Movement and con-
tinued to struggle for political participation and to demand their civil rights.  
In 1979, when these interviews were conducted, Colton has a Chicano ma-
jor and two Chicanos on the City Council as well as a Chicano schoolboard 
member. 
 
“Though certain political gains have been won, South Colton remains eco-
nomically depressed and the Chicano barrio is in danger of succumbing to 
urban renewal as the barrio now sits on prime industrial property.  Private 
developers are most anxious to buy out low-income property owners in 
South Colton and make the area into an industrial park.  At this time, alt-
hough many of the original families still reside there, the population is in-
creasingly composed of recent arrivals from Mexico.  They, like the original 
inhabitants, have come in as unskilled labor in non-union industries, receive 
low wages, and have few economic benefits or securities.  These newer 
residents come to a community which is essentially Mexicano/Chicano in 
language, values, and customs.  They contribute mightily to its linguistic, 
social, cultural, and historical continuity as a Chicano community. 
 
“From the original Bandini and Lugo land grants to the pioneer settlements 
of New Mexican-Genizaros at San Salvador, the influx of Mexican railroad 
labor, the segregation of the two communities, and the development of a 
Chicano working class community in South Colton – the Chicano historical 
experience is woven into the structures, the economic, linguistic, social and 
cultural fabric of this small, self-contained Chicano barrio.  The entire barrio 
of South Colton should be declared a historical site and as much as possi-
ble, specific structures such as the Tivoli theater should be restored.” 
 
 

The boundaries of the South Colton barrio presented by Castaneda and Pitti (1980) de-
fined the area as being south of “K” Street, between 3rd Street and 12th Street, and ex-
tending south of the railroad crossing at La Cadena Drive.    
 
The San Salvador School is in the southwestern portion of the “barrio” and the majority 
of the improvements were north of Congress Street.  Improvements south of Congress 
Street tended to be on larger properties with sporadic development. 
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In 1893, when San Bernardino County was divided into San Bernardino County and Riv-
erside County, the county line was established along the boundary line separating the 
Rancho Jurupa Rubidoux (now in Riverside County) from the Rancho Jurupa Stearns (re-
maining in San Bernardino County). 
 
As previous noted, the project area is located within the historic Rancho San Bernardino.  
The area now associated with the Rancho San Bernardino was part of the vast holdings 
of the Catholic Church (Mission San Gabriel) prior to secularization.  In 1941, Antonio 
Maria Lugo was granted the Rancho by Governor Alvarado – granted I the name of his 
sons: Jose del Carmen Lugo, Jose Maria Lugo, and Vicente Lugo.  The rancho was con-
firmed to Lugo, his sons, and a nephew (Diego Sepulveda) in 1842, consisting of 35,509 
acres.  The land grant was reconfirmed by the U.S. government. 
 
Being concerned about the final confirmation, the Lugo family sold the rancho in 1851.  
The buyers were a contingent of Mormon settlers from Salt Lake City, Utah, who were 
determined to establish a community based primarily on agriculture, with an associated 
community enter commonly known as the “Fort.”  In 1857, the Rancho San Bernardino 
was subdivided in the multiple “blocks” and “lots.”  In this case, the project area was iden-
tified as being within a portion of “Lot 4” of “Block 80” (Figure 5).  As such, it is within the 
very southwestern extent of the rancho, bordering the Rancho Jurupa (Stearns) and just 
north of the Rancho Jurupa (Rubidoux).  As identified, the Lot was originally 60 acres in 
size.  The current project area is only 7.1 acres within the larger 60 acre property. 
 
The legal description for the current project area, referenced by the County Assessor as 
Assessor Parcel Number (APN 0163-281-31; see Figure 3): 
 
 

“RSB ptn Lot 4 Blk 80 desc as com at intersection S Li Lot 7 Pablo Belarde 
Sub with E Li land conveyed by deed recorded in Book 6042 pg 530 Official 
Records sd pt being 102.64 ft E from SW cor sd Lot 7 th E 168.06 ft alg S 
Li Lots 7, 6 and 5 sd Sub to NW cor Lot 8 Pablo Belarde Sub th S 09 deg 
10 min 00 seconds E 113 ft along Wly Li thereof th E 125.72 ft alg S Li sd 
Lot 8 th S 142 ft th E 158.28 ft to pt on W Li Jefferson Lane 20 ft wide th S 
alg sd W Li 20 ft th W 158.28 ft th S 339.64 ft M/L to pt in Nly Li Tr No 2097 
th S 89 deg 20 min 15 seconds W alg Nly Li sd Tr 275 ft to NW cor sd Tr th 
S alg Wly Li thereof 150 ft to SW cor sd Tr No 2097 sd pt being on Nly Li La 
Cadena Dr th S 89 deg 20 min 15 seconds W alg sd Nly Li 250.49 ft M/L to 
NWly cor La Cadena Dr and Sixth St th N 4 deg 29 min 00 seconds W alg 
Ely Li Sixth St 214.25 ft to an angle pt therein th N 13 deg 01 min 00 seconds 
E alg sd Ely Li  490.35 ft to pt which  bears S 13 deg 01  min 00 seconds W  
alg sd Ely Li 80 ft from SW cor Lot 7 Pablo Belarde Sub th S 76 deg 59 min 
00 seconds E 100 ft th N 13 deg 01 min 00 seconds E 103.12 ft to POB ex 
therefrom that ptn desc as com at intersection N Li La Cadena Dr with E Li 
Sixth St th N 04 deg 31 min 52 seconds W  /recorded N 04 deg 31 min 52 
seconds W/ alg E Li Sixth St 214.25 ft to an angle pt therein th cont alg sd 
E Li Sixth St N 13 deg 01 min 25 seconds E/ recorded N 13 deg 01 min 00 
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seconds E/ 176.73 ft to true POB th cont N 13 deg 01 min 25 seconds E 
81.25 ft th S 76 deg 58 min 35 seconds E 53 ft th S 13 deg 01 min 25 
seconds W 81.25 ft th N 76 deg 58 min 35 seconds W 53 ft to true POB.” 

 
 

 
 

Figure 5.  A Part of the Rancho San Bernardino Subdivision (1857) Illustrating 
the General Location of the Current Project Area. 

 
 
Figure 6 illustrates Lot 4 of Block 80 as it was defined with the “San Salvador District.  
This ca. 1921-29 map, with few details shows the presence of the two railroad alignments 
and Congress St. defining the northern boundary of Lot 4.  Superimposed on the current 
USGS map (inset), the current project area is near the northern extent of Lot 4.  Sixth St. 
(originally Colton Avenue) ran to the east of the railroad in Lot 4. 
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Research at the San Bernardino County 
Archives was limited, based on some 
missing data.  Pre-1923 data was not 
available.  Nonetheless, in piecing the 
data together, it appears Lot 4 of Block 
80 was undivided in the early 1920s and 
owned by the Belarde family (aka Ve-
larde).  The patriarch, Ramon Belarde 
(1858-1933), and his wife, Trinidad, 
were natives of New Mexico and were 
living in the “East Colton” area with a 
large, extended family.  Ramon was 
identified as both a farmer and a fruit 
grower.  He was in the area as early as 
1880.  The Belardes had four children, 
including: Pablo (1879); Bess (1887); 
Luz (Lucille, 1890); and William (1897; 
adopted).  Pablo was listed as being 
born in New Mexico, indicating they ar-
rived shortly after his birth.  In 1900, 
Pablo was single.  By 1910, he is listed 
in the census as living with his parents 
as a widower.  He had no children.  In 
1910, the Belardes were all living on “7th 
Street” in East Colton. 

Figure 7.  Lot 4, Block 80 Boundary in 

                    Relation to the Current 

                            Project Area. 

Figure 6.  Assessor Map of ca. 1921-1929 Showing Lot 4. 
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This research suggests the alignment of present-day Jefferson Lane was known as 7th 
Street and the Belardes were living within Lot 4.  As an undivided 60 acre property, it is 
quite likely the farming and fruit growing were undertaken within the boundaries of Lot 4.  
Some data suggests they were in Lot 4 as early as 1886.  The Ramon Belarde land was 
in Pablo Belarde’s name in 1901 (when he was 22 and his father was 59), suggesting the 
land was transferred because the elder Belardes was retiring and the younger Belarde, 
recently remarried, was just getting started.  This period would be equated with the growth 
in the South Colton community and a hub of political and social interactions.  
 
In 1901, Pablo Belardes filed the map for the “Plat of a Subdivision for Pablo Belarde – 
NE Portion of Lot 4 Block 80 Rancho San Bernardino, San Bernardino County, California.”  
This map resulted in the identification of eight parcels – seven facing Congress Street and 
one facing 7th Street/Jefferson Lane.  The remainder of Lot 4 was not included in this 
subdivision.  These eight lots accounted for 4.07 acres, leaving over 55 acres undivided.    
 
In the 1920s, the Belardes were identified as being associated with RFD Rt. 1, Box 69 in 
East Colton (aka South Colton).  More specifically, by 1928, their box was listed as being 
on Congress Street.  It appears, the Belardes were occupying the lots on Congress Street, 
between Sixth and Seventh Streets, while utilizing or planning to sell the other acreage 
(possibly involving the extended family).  Pablo Belarde remarried (Jesus Lopez Belarde) 
by 1917 and, in 1918, his WWI Draft review identified him as unacceptable because he 
had “two lost legs.”  No other explanation was given. 
 
In 1928, Frank and Marion Tetley, with D. and Julia Johnson, mapped Tract No. 2097 
(Home Garden Tract), which included additional acreage within Lot 4.  This is an indication 
the Belardes sold at least some of their land to the Tetleys and Johnsons.  Specifically, 
this Tract identified the eastern extension of La Cadena Drive (now Fogg Street) and the 
renaming of 7th Street as Jefferson Lane.  The tract included 8 parcels on the north side 
of La Cadena Drive, averaging 50 feet wide and 150 feet deep.  These parcels define the 
southern boundary of the current project area.  A single reference suggested the Tetleys 
and Johnsons purchased all the acreage south of the Pablo Belarde Subdivision (ca. 
1927), but this has not been confirmed. 
 
Ramon Belarde died in 1933 and Pablo Belarde died in 1936.  While family members may 
have remained in the area after ca. 1936, they were no longer involved with the current 
project area.  It is also noted, the earliest remaining residence in the Pablo Belarde Sub-
division is a 1910 residence on the southeastern corner of Congress Street and Sixth 
Street, suggesting Ramon Belarde may have lived there.  The properties fronting Jeffer-
son Lane (between the Pablo Belarde Subdivision and Tract 2097) were developed in 
1923, 1933, and 1950.  Individual property histories for these properties were not included 
in this research. 
 
Regardless, by ca. 1928, the boundaries of the current project area (APN -031) were 
defined as a composite of two lots.  Assessor records show the eastern portion of the 
property was known as “Lot A” (2.44 acres) with an irregular western boundary line.  The 
western  portion was  “Lot B” (4.97 acres)  defined by  the alignment of  Sixth Street (origi- 
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nally Colton Avenue), La Cadena Drive (now Fogg Street), and the adjusted boundary of 
the Pablo Belarde Subdivision.  The 7.41 acre parcel was lessened by the widening of the 
two frontage street and the maintenance of a utility tower and pump station along Sixth 
Street, resulting in the 7.1 acre project area.  It is quite possible, Lots “A” and “B” were of 
similar size prior to the improvements completed along Jefferson Lane and the identifica-
tion of the individual properties. 
 
Research confirmed the project area was owned by the Southern California Gas Co, by 
1925 – purchased from the Belardes and/or the Tetley/Johnsons.  Between 1925 and 
1966, this Gas Co. complex (including tanks, pumping facilities, storage, and other use 
areas) was an active facility (Figure 8).   
 
In ca. 1966, the Gas Co. closed their facility and removed all improvements save the pump 
station along Sixth Street.  The land was sold to Herman A. Schmid, who held the unim-
proved property until 2002.  Kathy T. Pham owned the property from 2003 to 2007 and, 
since 2008, the property has been owned by the Vahe Karapetian Trust (proponents of 
the current project).  With the exception of some weed abatement, there have been no 
substantial changes to the property.  There is evidence of the tank pads and some other 
use areas, but no equipment or debris.  The property is fenced along Sixth Street and 
Fogg Street.  Access is afforded via a utility access road off Jefferson Lane.  Following 
the abandonment of the Gas Co. facility, these improvements were demolished, the only 
remaining component being the pump site along Sixth Street (Figure 9; not a part of this 
project area).  A transmission tower has also been established near the southwestern 
corner of the property (Figure 10). 
 
 

METHODOLOGY 

 

To adequately address the current project, as defined, the following tasks were com-

pleted: 

 
1. Archaeological Records Check: An archaeological records search was 

completed for this investigation at the California State University, Fullerton, 
South Central Coastal Information Center (January 16, 2020).  This re-
search was conducted as an in-house search by Jeanette A. McKenna, 
Principal Investigator for McKenna et al. (Appendix B).  The results were 
used to place the project area within a context for preliminary review and 
evaluation. 

 

2. Historic Land Use Research: Historic land-use data was compiled by Mc-
Kenna et al. through research conducted at the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment General Land Office records (on-line); the San Bernardino County Ar-
chives, the San Bernardino County Assessor’s Office and Recorder’s of-
fices, the San Bernardino County Surveyor’s Office, and local historic data 
from the McKenna et al. in-house library. 
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Figure 8.  Gas Co. Facility in ca. 1948. 
 

 
 

Figure 9.  Facilities along Sixth Street (SE). 
 

Access Road 
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Figure 10.  Transmission Tower near Sixth Street and Fogg Street (N). 
 
 

3. Native American Consultation: Native American Consultation was con-
ducted through consultation with the Native American Heritage Commis-
sion.  This level of consultation is considered preliminary, leaving SB-18 
and/or AB-52 consultation to the County, as they are responsible for gov-
ernment-to-government consultation. 

 

4. Paleontological Overview: A paleontological overview was obtained by 
McKenna et al. from the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County 
and is presented in Appendix D of this report. 

 

5. Field Survey:  McKenna et al. concluded the field survey of this property on 
November 23, 2019.  The survey was completed by Jeanette A. McKenna, 
Principal Investigator for McKenna et al.  The survey involved paralleling 
north/south transects at average intervals of 15 meters (45-50 feet) and 
traversing the property from west to east.  All areas of the property were 
accessible and subjected to visual examination.  The field survey was doc-
umented by a photographic record (Appendix F) and field notes (on file, 
McKenna et al.).   
 

6. Analysis of the Data Compiled: The analysis of the data consisted was de-
signed to evaluate any identified resource within the project area.  In this 
case, analysis was limited because of the negative findings and the pres-
ence of modern building remains. 
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7. Preparation of a Technical Report: In accordance with CEQA requirements, 
this technical report has been prepared with format and data requirements 
requested by the Office of Historic Preservation (OHP) and the California 
State University, South Central Coastal Information Center, Fullerton. 
 

 
PREVIOUS RESEARCH 

 
As noted, the research into previous studies and recorded cultural resources was com-
pleted at the California State University, Fullerton, South Central Coastal Information 
Center on January 16, 2020.  This research confirmed the specific project area was not 
previously investigated for cultural resources, but a minimum of 55 studies have been 
conducted within a one-mile radius (Table 3). 
 
 

Table 3.  Cultural Resources Investigations Completed within One-Mile 
of the Current Project Area. 

Report No. Citation Description Resources 

1060048 Belden et al. 1961 Agua Mansa Yes 

1060049 Smith 1961 Agua Mansa Prehistory Yes 

1060050 Jones 1961 Agua Mansa Settlement Yes 

1060051 Wood 1961 Agua Mansa Today Yes 

1060140 Sidler 1973 Great Flood of 1862 Yes 

1060145 Wilke and Hammond 1973 La Loma-Mira Loma Line Yes 

1060336 SB Co. Museum Assoc. 1976 City of Colton Planning  

1060412 Simpson et al. 1976 SB Co. Library Project  

1060848 Mack 1979 Vivienda Avenue Bridge  

1061228 Jefferson et al. 1982 Field Trip Guide Yes 

1061449 Weil et al. 1984 All American Pipeline Yes 

1061535 Singer 1985 Railway Connections  

1062147 Heizer and Clewlow 1973 Rock Art in California Yes 

1062155 McKenna 1990 SAWPA #1, Agua Mansa Yes 

1062156 McKenna 1990 SAWPA Pipeline Yes 

1062214 McKenna 1990 SAWPA-RIX Monitoring Yes 

1062215 McKenna 1990 SAWPA-RIX Site No. 1 Yes 

1062251 McKenna 1991 RIX Monitoring Yes 

1062252 McKenna 1991 Continued RIX Monitoring Yes 

1062389 McKenna 1991 RIX Monitoring Yes 

1062401 McKenna 1991 RIX – Beckett Ranch Yes 

1062402 McKenna 1991 Agua Mansa Road Monit. Yes 

1062472 Hogan and Tang 1991 Wastewater Treatment   

1062516 CalPortland Cement 1991 CalPortland History  

1062785 McKenna 1992 Expanded SAWPA Site 1 Yes 

1062786 McKenna 1993 SAWPA Testing Program Yes 
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Table 3.  Cultural Resources Investigations Completed within One-Mile 
of the Current Project Area (cont’d.). 

Report No. Citation Description Resources 

1062887 Schmidt 1994 Colton New Substation Yes 

1062897 Burns 1988 OHV Trail Projects  

1062944 Harley 1991 Agua Mansa Settlement Yes 

1063002 McKenna 1995 Colton Dump Testing Yes 

1063214 Schmidt 1996 Colton New Substation Yes 

1063663 Love 1998 Colton Water Pipes  

1093922 McKenna 2001 Agua Mansa Road  

1063943 Duke 2000 Cell Tower Site  

1064200 Lauter 1985 Santa Ana River Erosion  

1064202 Brechbiel 1998 Cell Tower Site  

1064365 Jones & Stokes 2000 Willims Comm. Alignment Yes 

1064632 MSA Inc. 1992 Colton Historic Survey Yes 

1065250 McKenna 2006 Colton Regional Park  

1065603 Bonner and Aislin-Kay 2007 Cell Tower Site  

1065608 Pollack et al. 2005 66 kV Transmission Line  

1065616 McKenna 1995 SAWPA-RIX Pipeline  

1065628 Bonner and Aislin-Kay 2007 Cell Tower Site  

1065771 Sanka 2006 Colton APN Survey  

1065930 Bonner and Crawford 2007 Cell Tower Site  

1065934 Garcia and Rockman 2007 Cell Tower Site  

1066071 Encarnacion 2008 Iron and Metal Facility  

1066084 Sietler and Ramirez 2008 Pellissier Ranch S.P. Yes 

1066331 Cannon and Lerch 2009 Corona Realignment  

1066441 Smallwood and Shaker 2009 North Basin Recharge  

1066744 Brunzell 2010 Colton Soil Safe Project  

1066745 Tang 2010 Southern Cal Rail Author.  

1067370 Billat 2013 Cell Tower Site  

1067377 Unknown Not in Files  

1067556 Jacquemain et al. 2013 Multi-Parcel Survey  

 
 
Many of the studies listed above were associated with the presence of cultural resources 

(reported resources).  Table 4 lists those resources (25) identified within one mile of the 

project area.  Other resources were identified in the MSA report (1992) on historic re-

sources in the City of Colton, but the majority of these cultural resources were identified 

north of Interstate 10 and further away from the current project area.  Four properties 

were listed in this overview for East Congress Street, but all four are east of Jefferson 

Lane.  Two other properties were listed for East Fogg Street, but also east of Jefferson 

Lane.  No properties were listed for S. Sixth Street and the five properties on South Jef-

ferson Lane are all south of Fogg Street.   The property at 260 Congress Street, the Pablo 

Belarde residence, is not listed.  Nor is 201 E. Fogg Street. 
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Table 4.  Cultural Resources Identified within One Mile (+) 
of the Current Project Area. 

Primary No. Citation Description Status 

36-000144 Haenszel 1965 Prehistoric Pictographs Unknown 

36-001575 Smith 1946 San Salvador School CPHI-SBR-087 

36-001576 

Schmidt and Schmidt 
1994; Peter and Easter 
1988; Lerch 1988; Hall 
1975; Smith 1938, 1948, 
and 1962; Chace 1962;  

Prehistoric Habitation Site Impacted 

36-001577 Smith 1940 Prehistoric Campsite Unknown 

36-004349 
Sumner 1980;  
Haenszel 1979 

Cooley Adobe CPHI-SBR-052 

36-006101 
Tibbet 2010; Beedle 
2007; Harper 2008; 
Sorenson et cal. 1987  

UPRR Alignment (1888+) Intact 

36-006102 Sorenson et al. 1987 
AT&SF RR Alignment 
(1913+) 

Intact 

36-006847 

ICF 2016 and 2018; 
DeCarlo and Mengers 
2014; Potter 2010; Tib-
bet 2010; Harper 2008; 
Robinson 2000; Horne 
and Inoway 1998; Tang 
1997; Smith 1995; Mc-
Kenna 1991; Romani et 
al. 1990; Schultz (n.d.); 
Donovan and Horton 
1943 

So. Cal. RR Alignment 
(Old Kite Route; 1882+) 

Impacted 

36-006859 

Goodwin 2019; 
McKenna 1993; Schmidt 
et al. 1990; Hatheway 
and McKenna 1989; 
Scott 1977 

West Riverside Canal Impacted 

36-007169 
Smallwood 2009; Beedle 
2007; Wlodarski 1992; 
Scott 1977 

Warm Creek Canal; 
Santa Ana Siphon 

Impacted 

36-007172 Wlodarski 1992 Riverside Lower Canal Impacted 

36-008088 
McKenna and Farris 
1995 

Colton Dump  

36-008261 Urbas 1996 Chavez Residence (1920) Unknown 

36-014273 Merrill 1991 201 E. Fogg Street Present 

36-014298 
Chiang 2014; Merrill 
1991 

SCE Colton Substation 
(1912-1948) 

3S 
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Table 4.  Cultural Resources Identified within One Mile (+) 
of the Current Project Area (cont’d.). 

Primary No. Citation Description Status 

36-014402 
Merrill 1991; Maltberger 
1974 

Earp House (pre-1887) Present 

36-015223 
Tibbet 2010; Pitti and 
Pitti 1979 

South Colton District Impacted 

36-019811 
Hahnlen 2015; Dietler 
and Covert 2008 

Prehistoric Habitation Site Unknown 

36-19812 
Hahnlen 2015; Dietler 
and Covert 2008 

Prehistoric Milling Station Unknown 

36-021694 
Brunzell and Brunzell 
2010 

Historic Brick Debris Unknown 

36-025600 Ballester 2013 
Colton Sewage  
Treatment Facility 

Present 

36-026221 
Davis and Gorman 2014; 
LSA 2013 

Vista Substation Present 

36-027692 
Goodwin 2019; Ballester 
2014 

220kV Transmission Line Intact 

36-031378 McKenna 2017 Manuel Soares’ Property Impacted 

36-033118 
Goodwin and Garcia 
2019 

Historic Refuse Scatter Impacted 

 

 

As presented above, the resources identified in the general vicinity of the current project 

area include, but should not be considered limited to:  

 

 

• Prehistoric Pictographs 

• Prehistoric Habitation Sites 

• Prehistoric Campsites 

• Prehistoric Milling Station(s) 

• Historic Single Family Residences 

• Historic Refuse Scatters 

• Historic Public Facilities 

• Transmission Line Alignments 

• Historic Railroad Alignments 

• Historic School Site 

• Historic Residential District 

• Irrigation Canals/Components 

• Historic Colton Dump 
 

 

Not included in the listing above are the historic roadways crossing the general area.  It 

is also emphasized there has been limited studies in recent years.  As noted in Table 3, 

no studies post-date 2013 and the majority of studies date to the 1990s or early 2000s.  

The “City of Colton Historic Resources Survey” of January, 1992, is now almost thirty 

years out of data.  An updated report would help with the City planning processes. 
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The “South Colton District” (36-015223) was first identified by Castaneda and Pitti in 1980.  
Subsequently, Tibbet (2010) completed the “Historic Property Survey Report for the Col-
ton Crossing Rail-to-Rail Grade Separation” and identified the boundaries of the district 
as “… I-10 to the north; South Rancho Avenue on the west; West Fogg Street and East 
Congress Street on the south; and Fogg Street on the east.”  This description is a bit 
misleading, as the eastern boundary is actually an interrupted extension of Fogg Street, 
running north/south – as opposed to the east/west alignment identified south of Congress 
Street.  Either way, the current project area is identified as being within the boundaries of 
the district – on its southern boundary (Fogg Street).  The Tibbet study did not include a 
review of properties this far south.  Rather, the 2010 study emphasized properties on “K” 
Street, between 3rd Street and 7th Street.  No assessments have been done for the prop-
erties adjacent to the current project area.  Castaneda and Pitti concluded the district was 
eligible for recognition as a significant historical resource, but did not specify the level of 
recognition (federal, state, regional, or local).  McKenna et al. would suggest a regional or 
state level, but without additional data, not yet qualifying for federal recognition. 
 
Historic maps showed no evidence of improvements within the project area prior to the 
establishment of the Southern California Gas Company facility.  Subsequently, after 1966, 
there have been no improvements and the prior improvements were demolished.  Historic 
aerial photographs show the same findings.   
 
A paleontological overview was completed for this project area (McLeod 2020), confirming 
the entire project area is overlain with younger alluvium associated with the Santa Ana 
River deposits.  These deposits are not associated with fossil specimens.  Deep excava-
tion may impact older deposits that can have fossil specimens, but excavations would 
have to be relatively deep.  Per County protocols, should excavations exceed eight feet 
below the current surface or if excavations exposed shallower deposits of older Quater-
nary alluvial deposits, a paleontological monitoring program would be appropriate and re-
quired.  The paleontological program should follow the guidelines and protocols of the San 
Bernardino County Museum (County requirements) and approved by the City of Colton 
prior to implementation. 
  
Based on the findings presented above. McKenna et al. completed a preliminary assess-
ment of the project area to yield evidence of cultural resources.  The findings are as fol-
lows: 
 
 

Prehistoric Archaeological Sites  ..........................................................   LOW 
Prehistoric Archaeological Isolates  ......................................................   LOW 
Historic Archaeological Sites  ...................................................   MODERATE 
Historic Archaeological Isolates  ...............................................   MODERATE 
Historic Built Environments (Structures/Buildings)  ..............................   LOW 
Ethnic Resources  ................................................................................   LOW 
Historic Landscapes  ............................................................................   LOW 
Paleontological Resources  ..................................................................   LOW 
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RESULTS OF THE INVESTIGATIONS 
 
The recent research concluded the project area was owned as early as the 1890s by the 
Belarde family, who owned all of Lot 4 of Block 80 of the Rancho San Bernardino.  The 
Belardes maintained ownership of the northern extent of this Lot, but eventually sold off 
much of the 60 acres – essentially all of the acreage south of the Pablo Belarde Subdivi-
sion (ca. 1901).  No improvements were noted within the project area until the 1925 es-
tablishment of the Southern California Gas Company facility – which likely replaced agri-
cultural activities and or grazing areas once owned by the Belarde family.  This Gas Com-
pany facility remained active on the property until 1966, when it was abandoned and dis-
mantled.  No improvements replaced the facility and the land was left unused, although 
sold by the Gas Company.  Scant evidence of the facilities remains in the form of concrete 
pads for the tanks and some impacts associated with use areas. 
 
The field survey confirmed evidence of the 1925-1966 Gas Company facility in the form 
of concrete pads associated with the large tanks illustrated on the USGS maps and/or 
aerial photographs (Figure 11).  Examination of these pads (two still evident) show the 
pad to be a rough pour with ridges on the peripheries indicating the tanks were constructed 
of corrugated metal. 
 

 
 

Figure 11.  Concrete Tank Pad near 6th Street, Colton (NNW). 
 
 
There are other areas within the property that show evidence of unpaved use areas and 
access roads.  There were utility structures, but any foundations for these structures were 
removed (or the structures had no foundations and dirt floors). 
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No evidence of artifacts associated with the Gas Company facility were noted.  However, 
evidence of more recent activities was noted in the form of sparse modern refuse (glass, 
paper, plastic), some tired tracks from bicycles and/or small motorbikes or motorcycles, 
and recent dropping indicating the presence of horses and/or cows grazing on the site.  
There are small mounds of dirt and vegetation resulting from weed abatement and/or 
property maintenance.  There is also evidence of introduced trees (palm and palo verde) 
that were likely planted by the Gas Company (not too old, but mature).  Overall, the prop-
erty showed scant evidence of the Gas Company’s industrial complex, but little else.  
These remnants lack the necessary integrity to be considered historically significant. 
 
No evidence of paleontological resources was identified within the property and the po-
tential for such resources is considered quite low.  None are expected to be found or 
impacted by the proposed improvements.  
 
 

FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
McKenna et al. completed a property history for this project area and confirmed, from 1925 
to 1966, the property was dominated by the presence of the Southern California Gas Com-
pany facility.  Scant evidence of this facility remains.  McKenna et al. completed the re-
quired DPR-523 forms to document the facility, with the understanding the remains are 
not historically significant.  No other prehistoric or historic era archaeological resources 
were identified.  Likewise, no paleontological resources were identified.   
 
The Native American Heritage Commission had no data in their files to indicate the pres-
ence of any sacred or religious sits in the vicinity of the project area.  Letters were sent to 
local Native American representatives identifying the project and referring those wishing 
government-to-government consultation to the City of Colton Planning Department.  To 
date, McKenna et al. has had no responses to the Native American consultation letters. 
 
As a result of these investigations, McKenna et al. has concluded the project area is clear 
of any significant cultural resources and no further investigations are warranted at this 
time.  The negative findings support the recommendation that no archaeological or pale-
ontological monitoring program is needed, unless the site preparation meets the basic 
requirements for paleontological monitoring (exceeding soil disturbances below eight feet 
from surface or encountering older Quaternary alluvial deposits).   
 
However, there is always a potential for the discovery of buried resources not identified 
during the course of the surface survey.  Should resources be uncovered during site prep-
aration for the proposed improvements, McKenna et al. is recommending the proponent 
contact a consulting archaeologist to assess the potential significance of the find(s). 
 
If, at any time, evidence of human remains (or potentially human remains) is uncovered, 
the County Coroner must be notified immediately and permitted to examine the find in situ.  
If the remains are determined to be human and of Native American origin, the Coroner will 
notify the Native American Heritage Commission and the Commission will identified the 
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Most Likely Descendent (MLD).  In consultation between the MLD, City, and project pro-
ponent, the disposition of the remains will be determined.  If the remains are determined 
to be of archaeological significance, but not of Native American origin, the proponent will 
be required to retain the services of a qualified archaeologist to manage the treatment of 
the find.  If the remains are determined to be of forensic significance, the Coroner will take 
possession of the remains and arrange to have the remains removed from the site.  All 
expenses related to the management of Native American or archaeological remains will 
be borne by the property owner. 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
I hereby certified that the statements furnished above and in the attached exhibits present 

the data and information required for this report, and that the facts, statements, and infor-

mation presented are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.  Any ques-

tions or comments regarding the data presented in this report should be directed to the 

author. 

 

Date: _______________         Signed: _______________________________________ 

                                                              Jeanette A. McKenna, Principal Investigator 
 

 

 
 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     April 10, 2020                             Jeanette A. McKenna 
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JEANETTE A. McKENNA 
Owner and Principal Investigator 

McKenna et al., Whittier CA 
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chaeology, historic architecture, and history.  She holds a Master’s Degree in Anthropology/Archaeology and was 
recently awarded an Honorary Doctorate of Letters (HonDL) by the International Biographical Centre of Cambridge, 
England.  She is a past member of the Board of Directors for the Society of Professional Archaeologists (SOPA 1993-
97) and was certified by the Society to conduct both prehistoric and historic archaeological studies.  Ms. McKenna is 
also recognized by the California Office of Historic Preservation as qualified to complete historic architectural studies.  
Ms. McKenna was on the Board of Directors for SOPA when the Society established the Registry of Professional 
Archaeologists (RPA) and has been a Registered Professional Archaeologist since 1998.  Ms. McKenna has over 39 
years of professional experience as an archaeologist/cultural resource manager and has participated on over 1700 
projects of various sizes and complexities.  The majority of her work has been conducted as a Field Director, Project 
Manager, and/or Principal Investigator throughout California and the Greater Southwest. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 

TECHNICAL CAPABILITIES   

 
 Vast experience in the greater Southwest, Great 

Basin, and Southern California regions. Familiar 
with the full range of cultural resource investiga-
tions and has completed projects within the public 
and private sectors, including environmental man-
agement firms, planning and engineering firms, and 
State and federal agencies. 

 
 Active in the discipline of Cultural Resource Man-

agement since 1976; over 39 years of professional 
experience in Southern California, Arizona, and 
Nevada. 

 
 Particular interest in the desert regions of California 

and Arizona, with specializations in the Proto-
historic and Historic Contact Periods. 

 
 Considerable experience in dealing with prehistoric 

cultural remains and working directly with Native 
American groups in archaeological training pro-
grams (Arizona State University; the Southern Cali-
fornia Indian Center, Garden Grove). 

 
 

 EDUCATION AND AFFILIATIONS 

 
 B.A., Anthropology, 1977, CSU Fullerton 
 M.A., Anthropology, 1982, CSU Fullerton 
 HonDL, 2015, Int. Biog. Centre, Cambridge 
 Lambda Alpha Lambda Honors Society 
 Post Graduate Studies, Arizona St. Univ., 1982-85 
 Post Graduate Studies, UC Riverside, 1991-92 
 Certification Program: CEQA, Land Use and 
 Environmental Planning, UC Riverside, 1997-98 

Society of Professional Archaeologists (SOPA)  
Certification: Field/ Prehistoric Archaeology and 
Historical Archaeology (1984 to Present) 
Registry of Professional Archaeologists (RPA)  
Board of Directors, Society of Professional Archae-
ologists 1993-1997 (American Society of Conser-
vation Archaeologists Representative) 

 BLM California Permit (renewable) 
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 Arizona State Antiquities Permit (renewable) 

Curation, San Bernardino Co. Museum 
Curation, Arizona State University 
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Angeles County, CA 
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APPENDIX C: 
Native American Consultation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA         Gavin Newsom, Governor 
 

NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 

 

 

 

Page 1 of 1 

 

April 1, 2020 

 

Jeanette A. McKenna 

McKenna et al. 

 

Via Email to: jeanette.mckennaetal@gmail.com  

 

Re: US Vehicle Auction Facility, Colton Project, San Bernardino County 

 

Dear Ms. McKenna: 

  

A record search of the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File (SLF) 

was completed for the information you have submitted for the above referenced project.  The 

results were positive. Please contact the San Manuel Band of Mission Indians on the attached 

list for more information.  Other sources of cultural resources should also be contacted for 

information regarding known and recorded sites.   

 

Attached is a list of Native American tribes who may also have knowledge of cultural resources 

in the project area.  This list should provide a starting place in locating areas of potential 

adverse impact within the proposed project area.  I suggest you contact all of those indicated; 

if they cannot supply information, they might recommend others with specific knowledge.  By 

contacting all those listed, your organization will be better able to respond to claims of failure to 

consult with the appropriate tribe. If a response has not been received within two weeks of 

notification, the Commission requests that you follow-up with a telephone call or email to 

ensure that the project information has been received.   

 

If you receive notification of change of addresses and phone numbers from tribes, please notify 

me.  With your assistance, we can assure that our lists contain current information.  

 

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact me at my email 

address: Andrew.Green@nahc.ca.gov.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

 

Andrew Green 

Cultural Resources Analyst 

 

Attachment 

 

 
 

CHAIRPERSON 

Laura Miranda  

Luiseño 

 

VICE CHAIRPERSON 

Reginald Pagaling 

Chumash 

 

SECRETARY 

Merri Lopez-Keifer 

Luiseño 

 

PARLIAMENTARIAN 

Russell Attebery 

Karuk  

 

COMMISSIONER 

Marshall McKay 

Wintun 

 

COMMISSIONER 

William Mungary 

Paiute/White Mountain 

Apache 

 

COMMISSIONER 

Joseph Myers 

Pomo 

 

COMMISSIONER 

Julie Tumamait-

Stenslie 

Chumash 

 

COMMISSIONER 

[Vacant] 

 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

Christina Snider 

Pomo 

 

NAHC HEADQUARTERS 

1550 Harbor Boulevard  

Suite 100 

West Sacramento, 

California 95691 

(916) 373-3710 

nahc@nahc.ca.gov 

NAHC.ca.gov 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla 
Indians
Patricia Garcia-Plotkin, Director
5401 Dinah Shore Drive 
Palm Springs, CA, 92264
Phone: (760) 699 - 6907
Fax: (760) 699-6924
ACBCI-THPO@aguacaliente.net

Cahuilla

Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla 
Indians
Jeff Grubbe, Chairperson
5401 Dinah Shore Drive 
Palm Springs, CA, 92264
Phone: (760) 699 - 6800
Fax: (760) 699-6919

Cahuilla

Gabrieleno Band of Mission 
Indians - Kizh Nation
Andrew Salas, Chairperson
P.O. Box 393 
Covina, CA, 91723
Phone: (626) 926 - 4131
admin@gabrielenoindians.org

Gabrieleno

Gabrieleno/Tongva San Gabriel 
Band of Mission Indians
Anthony Morales, Chairperson
P.O. Box 693 
San Gabriel, CA, 91778
Phone: (626) 483 - 3564
Fax: (626) 286-1262
GTTribalcouncil@aol.com

Gabrieleno

Gabrielino /Tongva Nation
Sandonne Goad, Chairperson
106 1/2 Judge John Aiso St.,  
#231 
Los Angeles, CA, 90012
Phone: (951) 807 - 0479
sgoad@gabrielino-tongva.com

Gabrielino

Gabrielino Tongva Indians of 
California Tribal Council
Robert Dorame, Chairperson
P.O. Box 490 
Bellflower, CA, 90707
Phone: (562) 761 - 6417
Fax: (562) 761-6417
gtongva@gmail.com

Gabrielino

Gabrielino-Tongva Tribe
Charles Alvarez, 
23454 Vanowen Street 
West Hills, CA, 91307
Phone: (310) 403 - 6048
roadkingcharles@aol.com

Gabrielino

Morongo Band of Mission 
Indians
Robert Martin, Chairperson
12700 Pumarra Rroad 
Banning, CA, 92220
Phone: (951) 849 - 8807
Fax: (951) 922-8146
dtorres@morongo-nsn.gov

Cahuilla
Serrano

Morongo Band of Mission 
Indians
Denisa Torres, Cultural Resources 
Manager
12700 Pumarra Rroad 
Banning, CA, 92220
Phone: (951) 849 - 8807
Fax: (951) 922-8146
dtorres@morongo-nsn.gov

Cahuilla
Serrano

Quechan Tribe of the Fort Yuma 
Reservation
Jill McCormick, Historic 
Preservation Officer
P.O. Box 1899 
Yuma, AZ, 85366
Phone: (760) 572 - 2423
historicpreservation@quechantrib
e.com

Quechan

Quechan Tribe of the Fort Yuma 
Reservation
Manfred Scott, Acting Chairman 
Kw'ts'an Cultural Committee
P.O. Box 1899 
Yuma, AZ, 85366
Phone: (928) 750 - 2516
scottmanfred@yahoo.com

Quechan

1 of 2

This list is current only as of the date of this document. Distribution of this list does not relieve any person of statutory responsibility as defined in Section 7050.5 of 
the Health and Safety Code, Section 5097.94 of the Public Resource Section 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code.
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San Fernando Band of Mission 
Indians
Donna Yocum, Chairperson
P.O. Box 221838 
Newhall, CA, 91322
Phone: (503) 539 - 0933
Fax: (503) 574-3308
ddyocum@comcast.net

Kitanemuk
Vanyume
Tataviam

San Manuel Band of Mission 
Indians
Jessica Mauck, Director of 
Cultural Resources
26569 Community Center Drive 
Highland, CA, 92346
Phone: (909) 864 - 8933
jmauck@sanmanuel-nsn.gov

Serrano

Serrano Nation of Mission 
Indians
Wayne Walker, Co-Chairperson
P. O. Box 343 
Patton, CA, 92369
Phone: (253) 370 - 0167
serranonation1@gmail.com

Serrano

Serrano Nation of Mission 
Indians
Mark Cochrane, Co-Chairperson
P. O. Box 343 
Patton, CA, 92369
Phone: (909) 528 - 9032
serranonation1@gmail.com

Serrano
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6008 Friends Avenue, Whittier, California 90601-3724 or 1941 E. Pegasus Drive, Tempe, Arizona 85283 

(562) 696-3852 (CA Office)   (480) 664-0682 (AZ Office)  Cell 562-754-7712 
Email = jeanette.mckennaetal@gmail.com 

McKenna et al. 

History/Archaeology/Architectural History/Ethnography/Paleontology 
 

Jeanette A. McKenna, MA, HonDL 
Reg. Professional Archaeologist 

                          Owner and Principal Investigator 
March 29, 2020 
 
 
Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians 
Attn: Jeff Grubbe, Chair 
5401 Dinah Shore Drive 
Palm Springs, California 92264 
 
 
RE: U.S. Auction Vehicle Sales & Storage Facility, Colton, San Bernardino County, CA. 
 
 
Mr. Grubbe: 
 
McKenna et al. is initiating the cultural resources investigations of a 7.1 area property 
for the proposed U.S. Auction Vehicle Sales & Storage Facility to be located west of the 
215 Freeway near La Cadena Road in the City of Colton, San Bernardino County, Cali-
fornia.  This property is current vacant, but was used for decades as a Southern Califor-
nia Gas terminal, including tanks, pumping systems, equipment storage, and subsur-
face infrastructure.  The property is located within Township 1 South, Range 4 West, 
and portions of Sections 29 & 30.  The property is illustrated on the USGS San Bernar-
dino South quadrangle and, as noted, is currently vacant (see attached graphics).  The 
NAHC sacred land file search reported negative findings and the recently completed ar-
chaeological records search confirmed the property was not previously surveyed for cul-
tural resources.  It is noted, however, the area is relatively close to the historic commu-
nity of San Salvador (and Agua Mansa), along the Santa Ana River, south of I-10.  It is 
also relatively close to the historic core of the City of Colton. 
 
Please review your records and inform me of any issues, concerns, or topics you would 
want addressed in the technical report.  The City of Colton is acting as the Lead Agency 
for this project and any AB-52 or SB-18 consultation should be directed to the City.  The 
City will also be initiating consultation.  I look forward to hearing from you and appreci-
ate your dedication to the protection of non-renewable cultural resources. 
 
Sincerely, 

Jeanette A. McKenna 
Jeanette A. McKenna, Principal    

mailto:jeanette.mckennaetal@gmail.com


 
6008 Friends Avenue, Whittier, California 90601-3724 or 1941 E. Pegasus Drive, Tempe, Arizona 85283 

(562) 696-3852 (CA Office)   (480) 664-0682 (AZ Office)  Cell 562-754-7712 
Email = jeanette.mckennaetal@gmail.com 

McKenna et al. 

History/Archaeology/Architectural History/Ethnography/Paleontology 
 

Jeanette A. McKenna, MA, HonDL 
Reg. Professional Archaeologist 

                          Owner and Principal Investigator 
March 29, 2020 
 
 
Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians 
Attn: Patricia Garcia-Plotkin, Director 
5401 Dinah Shore Drive 
Palm Springs, California 92264 
 
 
RE: U.S. Auction Vehicle Sales & Storage Facility, Colton, San Bernardino County, CA. 
 
 
Ms. Garcia-Plotkin: 
 
McKenna et al. is initiating the cultural resources investigations of a 7.1 area property 
for the proposed U.S. Auction Vehicle Sales & Storage Facility to be located west of the 
215 Freeway near La Cadena Road in the City of Colton, San Bernardino County, Cali-
fornia.  This property is current vacant, but was used for decades as a Southern Califor-
nia Gas terminal, including tanks, pumping systems, equipment storage, and subsur-
face infrastructure.  The property is located within Township 1 South, Range 4 West, 
and portions of Sections 29 & 30.  The property is illustrated on the USGS San Bernar-
dino South quadrangle and, as noted, is currently vacant (see attached graphics).  The 
NAHC sacred land file search reported negative findings and the recently completed ar-
chaeological records search confirmed the property was not previously surveyed for cul-
tural resources.  It is noted, however, the area is relatively close to the historic commu-
nity of San Salvador (and Agua Mansa), along the Santa Ana River, south of I-10.  It is 
also relatively close to the historic core of the City of Colton. 
 
Please review your records and inform me of any issues, concerns, or topics you would 
want addressed in the technical report.  The City of Colton is acting as the Lead Agency 
for this project and any AB-52 or SB-18 consultation should be directed to the City.  The 
City will also be initiating consultation.  I look forward to hearing from you and appreci-
ate your dedication to the protection of non-renewable cultural resources. 
 
Sincerely, 

Jeanette A. McKenna 
Jeanette A. McKenna, Principal    
 

mailto:jeanette.mckennaetal@gmail.com


 
6008 Friends Avenue, Whittier, California 90601-3724 or 1941 E. Pegasus Drive, Tempe, Arizona 85283 

(562) 696-3852 (CA Office)   (480) 664-0682 (AZ Office)  Cell 562-754-7712 
Email = jeanette.mckennaetal@gmail.com 

McKenna et al. 

History/Archaeology/Architectural History/Ethnography/Paleontology 
 

Jeanette A. McKenna, MA, HonDL 
Reg. Professional Archaeologist 

                          Owner and Principal Investigator 
March 29, 2020 
 
 
Augustine Band of Cahuilla Indians 
Attn: Amanda Vance, Chair 
P.O. Box 846 
Coachella, California 92236 
 
 
RE: U.S. Auction Vehicle Sales & Storage Facility, Colton, San Bernardino County, CA. 
 
 
Ms. Vance: 
 
McKenna et al. is initiating the cultural resources investigations of a 7.1 area property 
for the proposed U.S. Auction Vehicle Sales & Storage Facility to be located west of the 
215 Freeway near La Cadena Road in the City of Colton, San Bernardino County, Cali-
fornia.  This property is current vacant, but was used for decades as a Southern Califor-
nia Gas terminal, including tanks, pumping systems, equipment storage, and subsur-
face infrastructure.  The property is located within Township 1 South, Range 4 West, 
and portions of Sections 29 & 30.  The property is illustrated on the USGS San Bernar-
dino South quadrangle and, as noted, is currently vacant (see attached graphics).  The 
NAHC sacred land file search reported negative findings and the recently completed ar-
chaeological records search confirmed the property was not previously surveyed for cul-
tural resources.  It is noted, however, the area is relatively close to the historic commu-
nity of San Salvador (and Agua Mansa), along the Santa Ana River, south of I-10.  It is 
also relatively close to the historic core of the City of Colton. 
 
Please review your records and inform me of any issues, concerns, or topics you would 
want addressed in the technical report.  The City of Colton is acting as the Lead Agency 
for this project and any AB-52 or SB-18 consultation should be directed to the City.  The 
City will also be initiating consultation.  I look forward to hearing from you and appreci-
ate your dedication to the protection of non-renewable cultural resources. 
 
Sincerely, 

Jeanette A. McKenna 
Jeanette A. McKenna, Principal    
 

mailto:jeanette.mckennaetal@gmail.com


 
6008 Friends Avenue, Whittier, California 90601-3724 or 1941 E. Pegasus Drive, Tempe, Arizona 85283 

(562) 696-3852 (CA Office)   (480) 664-0682 (AZ Office)  Cell 562-754-7712 
Email = jeanette.mckennaetal@gmail.com 

McKenna et al. 

History/Archaeology/Architectural History/Ethnography/Paleontology 
 

Jeanette A. McKenna, MA, HonDL 
Reg. Professional Archaeologist 

                          Owner and Principal Investigator 
March 29, 2020 
 
 
Cabazon Band of Mission Indians 
Attn: Doug Welmas, Chair 
84-245 Indio Springs Parkway 
Indio, California 92203 
 
 
RE: U.S. Auction Vehicle Sales & Storage Facility, Colton, San Bernardino County, CA. 
 
 
Mr. Welmas: 
 
McKenna et al. is initiating the cultural resources investigations of a 7.1 area property 
for the proposed U.S. Auction Vehicle Sales & Storage Facility to be located west of the 
215 Freeway near La Cadena Road in the City of Colton, San Bernardino County, Cali-
fornia.  This property is current vacant, but was used for decades as a Southern Califor-
nia Gas terminal, including tanks, pumping systems, equipment storage, and subsur-
face infrastructure.  The property is located within Township 1 South, Range 4 West, 
and portions of Sections 29 & 30.  The property is illustrated on the USGS San Bernar-
dino South quadrangle and, as noted, is currently vacant (see attached graphics).  The 
NAHC sacred land file search reported negative findings and the recently completed ar-
chaeological records search confirmed the property was not previously surveyed for cul-
tural resources.  It is noted, however, the area is relatively close to the historic commu-
nity of San Salvador (and Agua Mansa), along the Santa Ana River, south of I-10.  It is 
also relatively close to the historic core of the City of Colton. 
 
Please review your records and inform me of any issues, concerns, or topics you would 
want addressed in the technical report.  The City of Colton is acting as the Lead Agency 
for this project and any AB-52 or SB-18 consultation should be directed to the City.  The 
City will also be initiating consultation.  I look forward to hearing from you and appreci-
ate your dedication to the protection of non-renewable cultural resources. 
 
Sincerely, 

Jeanette A. McKenna 
Jeanette A. McKenna, Principal    
 

mailto:jeanette.mckennaetal@gmail.com


 
6008 Friends Avenue, Whittier, California 90601-3724 or 1941 E. Pegasus Drive, Tempe, Arizona 85283 

(562) 696-3852 (CA Office)   (480) 664-0682 (AZ Office)  Cell 562-754-7712 
Email = jeanette.mckennaetal@gmail.com 

McKenna et al. 

History/Archaeology/Architectural History/Ethnography/Paleontology 
 

Jeanette A. McKenna, MA, HonDL 
Reg. Professional Archaeologist 

                          Owner and Principal Investigator 
March 29, 2020 
 
 
Cahuilla Band of Indians 
Attn: Daniel Salgado, Chair 
52701 U.S. Highway 371 
Anza, California 92539 
 
 
RE: U.S. Auction Vehicle Sales & Storage Facility, Colton, San Bernardino County, CA. 
 
 
Mr. Salgado: 
 
McKenna et al. is initiating the cultural resources investigations of a 7.1 area property 
for the proposed U.S. Auction Vehicle Sales & Storage Facility to be located west of the 
215 Freeway near La Cadena Road in the City of Colton, San Bernardino County, Cali-
fornia.  This property is current vacant, but was used for decades as a Southern Califor-
nia Gas terminal, including tanks, pumping systems, equipment storage, and subsur-
face infrastructure.  The property is located within Township 1 South, Range 4 West, 
and portions of Sections 29 & 30.  The property is illustrated on the USGS San Bernar-
dino South quadrangle and, as noted, is currently vacant (see attached graphics).  The 
NAHC sacred land file search reported negative findings and the recently completed ar-
chaeological records search confirmed the property was not previously surveyed for cul-
tural resources.  It is noted, however, the area is relatively close to the historic commu-
nity of San Salvador (and Agua Mansa), along the Santa Ana River, south of I-10.  It is 
also relatively close to the historic core of the City of Colton. 
 
Please review your records and inform me of any issues, concerns, or topics you would 
want addressed in the technical report.  The City of Colton is acting as the Lead Agency 
for this project and any AB-52 or SB-18 consultation should be directed to the City.  The 
City will also be initiating consultation.  I look forward to hearing from you and appreci-
ate your dedication to the protection of non-renewable cultural resources. 
 
Sincerely, 

Jeanette A. McKenna 
Jeanette A. McKenna, Principal    
 

mailto:jeanette.mckennaetal@gmail.com


 
6008 Friends Avenue, Whittier, California 90601-3724 or 1941 E. Pegasus Drive, Tempe, Arizona 85283 

(562) 696-3852 (CA Office)   (480) 664-0682 (AZ Office)  Cell 562-754-7712 
Email = jeanette.mckennaetal@gmail.com 

McKenna et al. 

History/Archaeology/Architectural History/Ethnography/Paleontology 
 

Jeanette A. McKenna, MA, HonDL 
Reg. Professional Archaeologist 

                          Owner and Principal Investigator 
March 29, 2020 
 
 
Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians – Kizh Nation 
Attn: Andrew Salas 
P.O. Box 393 
Covina, California 91723 
 
 
RE: U.S. Auction Vehicle Sales & Storage Facility, Colton, San Bernardino County, CA. 
 
 
Mr. Salas: 
 
McKenna et al. is initiating the cultural resources investigations of a 7.1 area property 
for the proposed U.S. Auction Vehicle Sales & Storage Facility to be located west of the 
215 Freeway near La Cadena Road in the City of Colton, San Bernardino County, Cali-
fornia.  This property is current vacant, but was used for decades as a Southern Califor-
nia Gas terminal, including tanks, pumping systems, equipment storage, and subsur-
face infrastructure.  The property is located within Township 1 South, Range 4 West, 
and portions of Sections 29 & 30.  The property is illustrated on the USGS San Bernar-
dino South quadrangle and, as noted, is currently vacant (see attached graphics).  The 
NAHC sacred land file search reported negative findings and the recently completed ar-
chaeological records search confirmed the property was not previously surveyed for cul-
tural resources.  It is noted, however, the area is relatively close to the historic commu-
nity of San Salvador (and Agua Mansa), along the Santa Ana River, south of I-10.  It is 
also relatively close to the historic core of the City of Colton. 
 
Please review your records and inform me of any issues, concerns, or topics you would 
want addressed in the technical report.  The City of Colton is acting as the Lead Agency 
for this project and any AB-52 or SB-18 consultation should be directed to the City.  The 
City will also be initiating consultation.  I look forward to hearing from you and appreci-
ate your dedication to the protection of non-renewable cultural resources. 
 
Sincerely, 

Jeanette A. McKenna 
Jeanette A. McKenna, Principal    
 

mailto:jeanette.mckennaetal@gmail.com


 
6008 Friends Avenue, Whittier, California 90601-3724 or 1941 E. Pegasus Drive, Tempe, Arizona 85283 

(562) 696-3852 (CA Office)   (480) 664-0682 (AZ Office)  Cell 562-754-7712 
Email = jeanette.mckennaetal@gmail.com 

McKenna et al. 

History/Archaeology/Architectural History/Ethnography/Paleontology 
 

Jeanette A. McKenna, MA, HonDL 
Reg. Professional Archaeologist 

                          Owner and Principal Investigator 
March 29, 2020 
 
 
Gabrielino/Tongva San Gabriel Band of Mission Indians 
Attn: Anthony Morales, Chair 
P.O. Box 693 
San Gabriel, California 91776 
 
 
RE: U.S. Auction Vehicle Sales & Storage Facility, Colton, San Bernardino County, CA. 
 
 
Mr. Morales: 
 
McKenna et al. is initiating the cultural resources investigations of a 7.1 area property 
for the proposed U.S. Auction Vehicle Sales & Storage Facility to be located west of the 
215 Freeway near La Cadena Road in the City of Colton, San Bernardino County, Cali-
fornia.  This property is current vacant, but was used for decades as a Southern Califor-
nia Gas terminal, including tanks, pumping systems, equipment storage, and subsur-
face infrastructure.  The property is located within Township 1 South, Range 4 West, 
and portions of Sections 29 & 30.  The property is illustrated on the USGS San Bernar-
dino South quadrangle and, as noted, is currently vacant (see attached graphics).  The 
NAHC sacred land file search reported negative findings and the recently completed ar-
chaeological records search confirmed the property was not previously surveyed for cul-
tural resources.  It is noted, however, the area is relatively close to the historic commu-
nity of San Salvador (and Agua Mansa), along the Santa Ana River, south of I-10.  It is 
also relatively close to the historic core of the City of Colton. 
 
Please review your records and inform me of any issues, concerns, or topics you would 
want addressed in the technical report.  The City of Colton is acting as the Lead Agency 
for this project and any AB-52 or SB-18 consultation should be directed to the City.  The 
City will also be initiating consultation.  I look forward to hearing from you and appreci-
ate your dedication to the protection of non-renewable cultural resources. 
 
Sincerely, 

Jeanette A. McKenna 
Jeanette A. McKenna, Principal    
 

mailto:jeanette.mckennaetal@gmail.com


 
6008 Friends Avenue, Whittier, California 90601-3724 or 1941 E. Pegasus Drive, Tempe, Arizona 85283 

(562) 696-3852 (CA Office)   (480) 664-0682 (AZ Office)  Cell 562-754-7712 
Email = jeanette.mckennaetal@gmail.com 

McKenna et al. 

History/Archaeology/Architectural History/Ethnography/Paleontology 
 

Jeanette A. McKenna, MA, HonDL 
Reg. Professional Archaeologist 

                          Owner and Principal Investigator 
March 29, 2020 
 
 
Gabrielino/Tonga Nation 
Attn: Sandonne Goad, Chair 
106 ½ Judge John Aiso Street, Suite 231 
Los Angeles, California 90012 
 
 
RE: U.S. Auction Vehicle Sales & Storage Facility, Colton, San Bernardino County, CA. 
 
 
Ms. Goad: 
 
McKenna et al. is initiating the cultural resources investigations of a 7.1 area property 
for the proposed U.S. Auction Vehicle Sales & Storage Facility to be located west of the 
215 Freeway near La Cadena Road in the City of Colton, San Bernardino County, Cali-
fornia.  This property is current vacant, but was used for decades as a Southern Califor-
nia Gas terminal, including tanks, pumping systems, equipment storage, and subsur-
face infrastructure.  The property is located within Township 1 South, Range 4 West, 
and portions of Sections 29 & 30.  The property is illustrated on the USGS San Bernar-
dino South quadrangle and, as noted, is currently vacant (see attached graphics).  The 
NAHC sacred land file search reported negative findings and the recently completed ar-
chaeological records search confirmed the property was not previously surveyed for cul-
tural resources.  It is noted, however, the area is relatively close to the historic commu-
nity of San Salvador (and Agua Mansa), along the Santa Ana River, south of I-10.  It is 
also relatively close to the historic core of the City of Colton. 
 
Please review your records and inform me of any issues, concerns, or topics you would 
want addressed in the technical report.  The City of Colton is acting as the Lead Agency 
for this project and any AB-52 or SB-18 consultation should be directed to the City.  The 
City will also be initiating consultation.  I look forward to hearing from you and appreci-
ate your dedication to the protection of non-renewable cultural resources. 
 
Sincerely, 

Jeanette A. McKenna 
Jeanette A. McKenna, Principal    
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McKenna et al. 
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Jeanette A. McKenna, MA, HonDL 
Reg. Professional Archaeologist 

                          Owner and Principal Investigator 
March 29, 2020 
 
 
Gabrielino Tongva Indians of California Tribal Council 
Attn: Robert Dorame, Chair 
P.O. Box 490 
Bellflower, California 90707 
 
 
RE: U.S. Auction Vehicle Sales & Storage Facility, Colton, San Bernardino County, CA. 
 
 
Mr. Dorame: 
 
McKenna et al. is initiating the cultural resources investigations of a 7.1 area property 
for the proposed U.S. Auction Vehicle Sales & Storage Facility to be located west of the 
215 Freeway near La Cadena Road in the City of Colton, San Bernardino County, Cali-
fornia.  This property is current vacant, but was used for decades as a Southern Califor-
nia Gas terminal, including tanks, pumping systems, equipment storage, and subsur-
face infrastructure.  The property is located within Township 1 South, Range 4 West, 
and portions of Sections 29 & 30.  The property is illustrated on the USGS San Bernar-
dino South quadrangle and, as noted, is currently vacant (see attached graphics).  The 
NAHC sacred land file search reported negative findings and the recently completed ar-
chaeological records search confirmed the property was not previously surveyed for cul-
tural resources.  It is noted, however, the area is relatively close to the historic commu-
nity of San Salvador (and Agua Mansa), along the Santa Ana River, south of I-10.  It is 
also relatively close to the historic core of the City of Colton. 
 
Please review your records and inform me of any issues, concerns, or topics you would 
want addressed in the technical report.  The City of Colton is acting as the Lead Agency 
for this project and any AB-52 or SB-18 consultation should be directed to the City.  The 
City will also be initiating consultation.  I look forward to hearing from you and appreci-
ate your dedication to the protection of non-renewable cultural resources. 
 
Sincerely, 

Jeanette A. McKenna 
Jeanette A. McKenna, Principal    
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6008 Friends Avenue, Whittier, California 90601-3724 or 1941 E. Pegasus Drive, Tempe, Arizona 85283 
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McKenna et al. 
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Jeanette A. McKenna, MA, HonDL 
Reg. Professional Archaeologist 

                          Owner and Principal Investigator 
March 29, 2020 
 
 
Gabrielino-Tongva Tribe 
Attn: Charles Alvarez 
23454 Vanowen Street 
West Hills, California 91307 
 
 
RE: U.S. Auction Vehicle Sales & Storage Facility, Colton, San Bernardino County, CA. 
 
 
Mr. Alvarez: 
 
McKenna et al. is initiating the cultural resources investigations of a 7.1 area property 
for the proposed U.S. Auction Vehicle Sales & Storage Facility to be located west of the 
215 Freeway near La Cadena Road in the City of Colton, San Bernardino County, Cali-
fornia.  This property is current vacant, but was used for decades as a Southern Califor-
nia Gas terminal, including tanks, pumping systems, equipment storage, and subsur-
face infrastructure.  The property is located within Township 1 South, Range 4 West, 
and portions of Sections 29 & 30.  The property is illustrated on the USGS San Bernar-
dino South quadrangle and, as noted, is currently vacant (see attached graphics).  The 
NAHC sacred land file search reported negative findings and the recently completed ar-
chaeological records search confirmed the property was not previously surveyed for cul-
tural resources.  It is noted, however, the area is relatively close to the historic commu-
nity of San Salvador (and Agua Mansa), along the Santa Ana River, south of I-10.  It is 
also relatively close to the historic core of the City of Colton. 
 
Please review your records and inform me of any issues, concerns, or topics you would 
want addressed in the technical report.  The City of Colton is acting as the Lead Agency 
for this project and any AB-52 or SB-18 consultation should be directed to the City.  The 
City will also be initiating consultation.  I look forward to hearing from you and appreci-
ate your dedication to the protection of non-renewable cultural resources. 
 
Sincerely, 

Jeanette A. McKenna 
Jeanette A. McKenna, Principal    
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McKenna et al. 
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Jeanette A. McKenna, MA, HonDL 
Reg. Professional Archaeologist 

                          Owner and Principal Investigator 
March 29, 2020 
 
 
Los Coyotes Band of Cahuilla and Cupeno Indians 
Attn: Shane Chapparosa, Chair 
P.O. Box 189 
Warner Springs, California 92086-0189 
 
 
RE: U.S. Auction Vehicle Sales & Storage Facility, Colton, San Bernardino County, CA. 
 
 
Mr. Chapparosa: 
 
McKenna et al. is initiating the cultural resources investigations of a 7.1 area property 
for the proposed U.S. Auction Vehicle Sales & Storage Facility to be located west of the 
215 Freeway near La Cadena Road in the City of Colton, San Bernardino County, Cali-
fornia.  This property is current vacant, but was used for decades as a Southern Califor-
nia Gas terminal, including tanks, pumping systems, equipment storage, and subsur-
face infrastructure.  The property is located within Township 1 South, Range 4 West, 
and portions of Sections 29 & 30.  The property is illustrated on the USGS San Bernar-
dino South quadrangle and, as noted, is currently vacant (see attached graphics).  The 
NAHC sacred land file search reported negative findings and the recently completed ar-
chaeological records search confirmed the property was not previously surveyed for cul-
tural resources.  It is noted, however, the area is relatively close to the historic commu-
nity of San Salvador (and Agua Mansa), along the Santa Ana River, south of I-10.  It is 
also relatively close to the historic core of the City of Colton. 
 
Please review your records and inform me of any issues, concerns, or topics you would 
want addressed in the technical report.  The City of Colton is acting as the Lead Agency 
for this project and any AB-52 or SB-18 consultation should be directed to the City.  The 
City will also be initiating consultation.  I look forward to hearing from you and appreci-
ate your dedication to the protection of non-renewable cultural resources. 
 
Sincerely, 

Jeanette A. McKenna 
Jeanette A. McKenna, Principal    
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6008 Friends Avenue, Whittier, California 90601-3724 or 1941 E. Pegasus Drive, Tempe, Arizona 85283 
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McKenna et al. 

History/Archaeology/Architectural History/Ethnography/Paleontology 
 

Jeanette A. McKenna, MA, HonDL 
Reg. Professional Archaeologist 

                          Owner and Principal Investigator 
March 29, 2020 
 
 
Morongo Band of Mission Indians 
Attn: Denise Torres, CRMgr. 
12700 Pumarra Road 
Banning, California 92220 
 
 
RE: U.S. Auction Vehicle Sales & Storage Facility, Colton, San Bernardino County, CA. 
 
 
Ms. Torres: 
 
McKenna et al. is initiating the cultural resources investigations of a 7.1 area property 
for the proposed U.S. Auction Vehicle Sales & Storage Facility to be located west of the 
215 Freeway near La Cadena Road in the City of Colton, San Bernardino County, Cali-
fornia.  This property is current vacant, but was used for decades as a Southern Califor-
nia Gas terminal, including tanks, pumping systems, equipment storage, and subsur-
face infrastructure.  The property is located within Township 1 South, Range 4 West, 
and portions of Sections 29 & 30.  The property is illustrated on the USGS San Bernar-
dino South quadrangle and, as noted, is currently vacant (see attached graphics).  The 
NAHC sacred land file search reported negative findings and the recently completed ar-
chaeological records search confirmed the property was not previously surveyed for cul-
tural resources.  It is noted, however, the area is relatively close to the historic commu-
nity of San Salvador (and Agua Mansa), along the Santa Ana River, south of I-10.  It is 
also relatively close to the historic core of the City of Colton. 
 
Please review your records and inform me of any issues, concerns, or topics you would 
want addressed in the technical report.  The City of Colton is acting as the Lead Agency 
for this project and any AB-52 or SB-18 consultation should be directed to the City.  The 
City will also be initiating consultation.  I look forward to hearing from you and appreci-
ate your dedication to the protection of non-renewable cultural resources. 
 
Sincerely, 

Jeanette A. McKenna 
Jeanette A. McKenna, Principal    
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6008 Friends Avenue, Whittier, California 90601-3724 or 1941 E. Pegasus Drive, Tempe, Arizona 85283 
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McKenna et al. 

History/Archaeology/Architectural History/Ethnography/Paleontology 
 

Jeanette A. McKenna, MA, HonDL 
Reg. Professional Archaeologist 

                          Owner and Principal Investigator 
March 29, 2020 
 
 
Morongo Band of Mission Indians 
Attn: Robert Martin, Chair 
12700 Pumarra Road 
Banning, California 92220 
 
 
RE: U.S. Auction Vehicle Sales & Storage Facility, Colton, San Bernardino County, CA. 
 
 
Mr. Martin: 
 
McKenna et al. is initiating the cultural resources investigations of a 7.1 area property 
for the proposed U.S. Auction Vehicle Sales & Storage Facility to be located west of the 
215 Freeway near La Cadena Road in the City of Colton, San Bernardino County, Cali-
fornia.  This property is current vacant, but was used for decades as a Southern Califor-
nia Gas terminal, including tanks, pumping systems, equipment storage, and subsur-
face infrastructure.  The property is located within Township 1 South, Range 4 West, 
and portions of Sections 29 & 30.  The property is illustrated on the USGS San Bernar-
dino South quadrangle and, as noted, is currently vacant (see attached graphics).  The 
NAHC sacred land file search reported negative findings and the recently completed ar-
chaeological records search confirmed the property was not previously surveyed for cul-
tural resources.  It is noted, however, the area is relatively close to the historic commu-
nity of San Salvador (and Agua Mansa), along the Santa Ana River, south of I-10.  It is 
also relatively close to the historic core of the City of Colton. 
 
Please review your records and inform me of any issues, concerns, or topics you would 
want addressed in the technical report.  The City of Colton is acting as the Lead Agency 
for this project and any AB-52 or SB-18 consultation should be directed to the City.  The 
City will also be initiating consultation.  I look forward to hearing from you and appreci-
ate your dedication to the protection of non-renewable cultural resources. 
 
Sincerely, 

Jeanette A. McKenna 
Jeanette A. McKenna, Principal    
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McKenna et al. 
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Jeanette A. McKenna, MA, HonDL 
Reg. Professional Archaeologist 

                          Owner and Principal Investigator 
March 29, 2020 
 
 
Ramona Band of Cahuilla 
Attn: John Gomez, Environ. Coordinator 
P.O. Box 391670 
Anza, California 92539 
 
 
RE: U.S. Auction Vehicle Sales & Storage Facility, Colton, San Bernardino County, CA. 
 
 
Mr. Gomez: 
 
McKenna et al. is initiating the cultural resources investigations of a 7.1 area property 
for the proposed U.S. Auction Vehicle Sales & Storage Facility to be located west of the 
215 Freeway near La Cadena Road in the City of Colton, San Bernardino County, Cali-
fornia.  This property is current vacant, but was used for decades as a Southern Califor-
nia Gas terminal, including tanks, pumping systems, equipment storage, and subsur-
face infrastructure.  The property is located within Township 1 South, Range 4 West, 
and portions of Sections 29 & 30.  The property is illustrated on the USGS San Bernar-
dino South quadrangle and, as noted, is currently vacant (see attached graphics).  The 
NAHC sacred land file search reported negative findings and the recently completed ar-
chaeological records search confirmed the property was not previously surveyed for cul-
tural resources.  It is noted, however, the area is relatively close to the historic commu-
nity of San Salvador (and Agua Mansa), along the Santa Ana River, south of I-10.  It is 
also relatively close to the historic core of the City of Colton. 
 
Please review your records and inform me of any issues, concerns, or topics you would 
want addressed in the technical report.  The City of Colton is acting as the Lead Agency 
for this project and any AB-52 or SB-18 consultation should be directed to the City.  The 
City will also be initiating consultation.  I look forward to hearing from you and appreci-
ate your dedication to the protection of non-renewable cultural resources. 
 
Sincerely, 

Jeanette A. McKenna 
Jeanette A. McKenna, Principal    
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McKenna et al. 

History/Archaeology/Architectural History/Ethnography/Paleontology 
 

Jeanette A. McKenna, MA, HonDL 
Reg. Professional Archaeologist 

                          Owner and Principal Investigator 
March 29, 2020 
 
 
Ramona Band of Cahuilla 
Attn: Joseph Hamilton, Chair 
P.O. Box 391670 
Anza, California 92539 
 
 
RE: U.S. Auction Vehicle Sales & Storage Facility, Colton, San Bernardino County, CA. 
 
 
Mr. Hamilton: 
 
McKenna et al. is initiating the cultural resources investigations of a 7.1 area property 
for the proposed U.S. Auction Vehicle Sales & Storage Facility to be located west of the 
215 Freeway near La Cadena Road in the City of Colton, San Bernardino County, Cali-
fornia.  This property is current vacant, but was used for decades as a Southern Califor-
nia Gas terminal, including tanks, pumping systems, equipment storage, and subsur-
face infrastructure.  The property is located within Township 1 South, Range 4 West, 
and portions of Sections 29 & 30.  The property is illustrated on the USGS San Bernar-
dino South quadrangle and, as noted, is currently vacant (see attached graphics).  The 
NAHC sacred land file search reported negative findings and the recently completed ar-
chaeological records search confirmed the property was not previously surveyed for cul-
tural resources.  It is noted, however, the area is relatively close to the historic commu-
nity of San Salvador (and Agua Mansa), along the Santa Ana River, south of I-10.  It is 
also relatively close to the historic core of the City of Colton. 
 
Please review your records and inform me of any issues, concerns, or topics you would 
want addressed in the technical report.  The City of Colton is acting as the Lead Agency 
for this project and any AB-52 or SB-18 consultation should be directed to the City.  The 
City will also be initiating consultation.  I look forward to hearing from you and appreci-
ate your dedication to the protection of non-renewable cultural resources. 
 
Sincerely, 

Jeanette A. McKenna 
Jeanette A. McKenna, Principal    
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Reg. Professional Archaeologist 

                          Owner and Principal Investigator 
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San Fernando Band of Mission Indians 
Attn: Donna Yocum, Chair 
P.O. Box 221838 
Newhall, California 91322 
 
 
RE: U.S. Auction Vehicle Sales & Storage Facility, Colton, San Bernardino County, CA. 
 
 
Ms. Yocum: 
 
McKenna et al. is initiating the cultural resources investigations of a 7.1 area property 
for the proposed U.S. Auction Vehicle Sales & Storage Facility to be located west of the 
215 Freeway near La Cadena Road in the City of Colton, San Bernardino County, Cali-
fornia.  This property is current vacant, but was used for decades as a Southern Califor-
nia Gas terminal, including tanks, pumping systems, equipment storage, and subsur-
face infrastructure.  The property is located within Township 1 South, Range 4 West, 
and portions of Sections 29 & 30.  The property is illustrated on the USGS San Bernar-
dino South quadrangle and, as noted, is currently vacant (see attached graphics).  The 
NAHC sacred land file search reported negative findings and the recently completed ar-
chaeological records search confirmed the property was not previously surveyed for cul-
tural resources.  It is noted, however, the area is relatively close to the historic commu-
nity of San Salvador (and Agua Mansa), along the Santa Ana River, south of I-10.  It is 
also relatively close to the historic core of the City of Colton. 
 
Please review your records and inform me of any issues, concerns, or topics you would 
want addressed in the technical report.  The City of Colton is acting as the Lead Agency 
for this project and any AB-52 or SB-18 consultation should be directed to the City.  The 
City will also be initiating consultation.  I look forward to hearing from you and appreci-
ate your dedication to the protection of non-renewable cultural resources. 
 
Sincerely, 

Jeanette A. McKenna 
Jeanette A. McKenna, Principal    
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San Manuel Band of Mission Indians 
Attn: Lee Clauss, Director of Cult. Resources 
26569 Community Center Drive 
Highland, California 92346 
 
 
RE: U.S. Auction Vehicle Sales & Storage Facility, Colton, San Bernardino County, CA. 
 
 
Ms. Clauss: 
 
McKenna et al. is initiating the cultural resources investigations of a 7.1 area property 
for the proposed U.S. Auction Vehicle Sales & Storage Facility to be located west of the 
215 Freeway near La Cadena Road in the City of Colton, San Bernardino County, Cali-
fornia.  This property is current vacant, but was used for decades as a Southern Califor-
nia Gas terminal, including tanks, pumping systems, equipment storage, and subsur-
face infrastructure.  The property is located within Township 1 South, Range 4 West, 
and portions of Sections 29 & 30.  The property is illustrated on the USGS San Bernar-
dino South quadrangle and, as noted, is currently vacant (see attached graphics).  The 
NAHC sacred land file search reported negative findings and the recently completed ar-
chaeological records search confirmed the property was not previously surveyed for cul-
tural resources.  It is noted, however, the area is relatively close to the historic commu-
nity of San Salvador (and Agua Mansa), along the Santa Ana River, south of I-10.  It is 
also relatively close to the historic core of the City of Colton. 
 
Please review your records and inform me of any issues, concerns, or topics you would 
want addressed in the technical report.  The City of Colton is acting as the Lead Agency 
for this project and any AB-52 or SB-18 consultation should be directed to the City.  The 
City will also be initiating consultation.  I look forward to hearing from you and appreci-
ate your dedication to the protection of non-renewable cultural resources. 
 
Sincerely, 

Jeanette A. McKenna 
Jeanette A. McKenna, Principal    
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Reg. Professional Archaeologist 

                          Owner and Principal Investigator 
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Santa Rosa Band of Cahuilla Indians 
Attn: Steven Estrada, Chair 
P.O. Box 391820 
Anza, California 92539 
 
 
RE: U.S. Auction Vehicle Sales & Storage Facility, Colton, San Bernardino County, CA. 
 
 
Mr. Estrada: 
 
McKenna et al. is initiating the cultural resources investigations of a 7.1 area property 
for the proposed U.S. Auction Vehicle Sales & Storage Facility to be located west of the 
215 Freeway near La Cadena Road in the City of Colton, San Bernardino County, Cali-
fornia.  This property is current vacant, but was used for decades as a Southern Califor-
nia Gas terminal, including tanks, pumping systems, equipment storage, and subsur-
face infrastructure.  The property is located within Township 1 South, Range 4 West, 
and portions of Sections 29 & 30.  The property is illustrated on the USGS San Bernar-
dino South quadrangle and, as noted, is currently vacant (see attached graphics).  The 
NAHC sacred land file search reported negative findings and the recently completed ar-
chaeological records search confirmed the property was not previously surveyed for cul-
tural resources.  It is noted, however, the area is relatively close to the historic commu-
nity of San Salvador (and Agua Mansa), along the Santa Ana River, south of I-10.  It is 
also relatively close to the historic core of the City of Colton. 
 
Please review your records and inform me of any issues, concerns, or topics you would 
want addressed in the technical report.  The City of Colton is acting as the Lead Agency 
for this project and any AB-52 or SB-18 consultation should be directed to the City.  The 
City will also be initiating consultation.  I look forward to hearing from you and appreci-
ate your dedication to the protection of non-renewable cultural resources. 
 
Sincerely, 

Jeanette A. McKenna 
Jeanette A. McKenna, Principal    
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Santa Rosa Band of Cahuilla Indians 
Attn: Mercedes Estrada 
P.O. Box 391820 
Anza, California 92539 
 
 
RE: U.S. Auction Vehicle Sales & Storage Facility, Colton, San Bernardino County, CA. 
 
 
Ms. Estrada: 
 
McKenna et al. is initiating the cultural resources investigations of a 7.1 area property 
for the proposed U.S. Auction Vehicle Sales & Storage Facility to be located west of the 
215 Freeway near La Cadena Road in the City of Colton, San Bernardino County, Cali-
fornia.  This property is current vacant, but was used for decades as a Southern Califor-
nia Gas terminal, including tanks, pumping systems, equipment storage, and subsur-
face infrastructure.  The property is located within Township 1 South, Range 4 West, 
and portions of Sections 29 & 30.  The property is illustrated on the USGS San Bernar-
dino South quadrangle and, as noted, is currently vacant (see attached graphics).  The 
NAHC sacred land file search reported negative findings and the recently completed ar-
chaeological records search confirmed the property was not previously surveyed for cul-
tural resources.  It is noted, however, the area is relatively close to the historic commu-
nity of San Salvador (and Agua Mansa), along the Santa Ana River, south of I-10.  It is 
also relatively close to the historic core of the City of Colton. 
 
Please review your records and inform me of any issues, concerns, or topics you would 
want addressed in the technical report.  The City of Colton is acting as the Lead Agency 
for this project and any AB-52 or SB-18 consultation should be directed to the City.  The 
City will also be initiating consultation.  I look forward to hearing from you and appreci-
ate your dedication to the protection of non-renewable cultural resources. 
 
Sincerely, 

Jeanette A. McKenna 
Jeanette A. McKenna, Principal    
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Serrano Nation of Mission Indians 
Attn: Mark Cochrane, Co-Chair 
P.O. Box 343 
Patton, California 92369 
 
 
RE: U.S. Auction Vehicle Sales & Storage Facility, Colton, San Bernardino County, CA. 
 
 
Mr. Cochrane: 
 
McKenna et al. is initiating the cultural resources investigations of a 7.1 area property 
for the proposed U.S. Auction Vehicle Sales & Storage Facility to be located west of the 
215 Freeway near La Cadena Road in the City of Colton, San Bernardino County, Cali-
fornia.  This property is current vacant, but was used for decades as a Southern Califor-
nia Gas terminal, including tanks, pumping systems, equipment storage, and subsur-
face infrastructure.  The property is located within Township 1 South, Range 4 West, 
and portions of Sections 29 & 30.  The property is illustrated on the USGS San Bernar-
dino South quadrangle and, as noted, is currently vacant (see attached graphics).  The 
NAHC sacred land file search reported negative findings and the recently completed ar-
chaeological records search confirmed the property was not previously surveyed for cul-
tural resources.  It is noted, however, the area is relatively close to the historic commu-
nity of San Salvador (and Agua Mansa), along the Santa Ana River, south of I-10.  It is 
also relatively close to the historic core of the City of Colton. 
 
Please review your records and inform me of any issues, concerns, or topics you would 
want addressed in the technical report.  The City of Colton is acting as the Lead Agency 
for this project and any AB-52 or SB-18 consultation should be directed to the City.  The 
City will also be initiating consultation.  I look forward to hearing from you and appreci-
ate your dedication to the protection of non-renewable cultural resources. 
 
Sincerely, 

Jeanette A. McKenna 
Jeanette A. McKenna, Principal    
 

mailto:jeanette.mckennaetal@gmail.com


 
6008 Friends Avenue, Whittier, California 90601-3724 or 1941 E. Pegasus Drive, Tempe, Arizona 85283 

(562) 696-3852 (CA Office)   (480) 664-0682 (AZ Office)  Cell 562-754-7712 
Email = jeanette.mckennaetal@gmail.com 

McKenna et al. 

History/Archaeology/Architectural History/Ethnography/Paleontology 
 

Jeanette A. McKenna, MA, HonDL 
Reg. Professional Archaeologist 

                          Owner and Principal Investigator 
March 29, 2020 
 
 
Serrano Nation of Mission Indians 
Attn: Wayne Walker, Co-Chair 
P.O. Box 343 
Patton, California 92369 
 
 
RE: U.S. Auction Vehicle Sales & Storage Facility, Colton, San Bernardino County, CA. 
 
 
Mr. Walker: 
 
McKenna et al. is initiating the cultural resources investigations of a 7.1 area property 
for the proposed U.S. Auction Vehicle Sales & Storage Facility to be located west of the 
215 Freeway near La Cadena Road in the City of Colton, San Bernardino County, Cali-
fornia.  This property is current vacant, but was used for decades as a Southern Califor-
nia Gas terminal, including tanks, pumping systems, equipment storage, and subsur-
face infrastructure.  The property is located within Township 1 South, Range 4 West, 
and portions of Sections 29 & 30.  The property is illustrated on the USGS San Bernar-
dino South quadrangle and, as noted, is currently vacant (see attached graphics).  The 
NAHC sacred land file search reported negative findings and the recently completed ar-
chaeological records search confirmed the property was not previously surveyed for cul-
tural resources.  It is noted, however, the area is relatively close to the historic commu-
nity of San Salvador (and Agua Mansa), along the Santa Ana River, south of I-10.  It is 
also relatively close to the historic core of the City of Colton. 
 
Please review your records and inform me of any issues, concerns, or topics you would 
want addressed in the technical report.  The City of Colton is acting as the Lead Agency 
for this project and any AB-52 or SB-18 consultation should be directed to the City.  The 
City will also be initiating consultation.  I look forward to hearing from you and appreci-
ate your dedication to the protection of non-renewable cultural resources. 
 
Sincerely, 

Jeanette A. McKenna 
Jeanette A. McKenna, Principal    
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6008 Friends Avenue, Whittier, California 90601-3724 or 1941 E. Pegasus Drive, Tempe, Arizona 85283 
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McKenna et al. 

History/Archaeology/Architectural History/Ethnography/Paleontology 
 

Jeanette A. McKenna, MA, HonDL 
Reg. Professional Archaeologist 

                          Owner and Principal Investigator 
March 29, 2020 
 
 
Soboba Band of Luiseno Indians 
Attn: Scott Cozart, Chair 
P.O. Box 487 
San Jacinto, California 92583 
 
 
RE: U.S. Auction Vehicle Sales & Storage Facility, Colton, San Bernardino County, CA. 
 
 
Mr. Cozart: 
 
McKenna et al. is initiating the cultural resources investigations of a 7.1 area property 
for the proposed U.S. Auction Vehicle Sales & Storage Facility to be located west of the 
215 Freeway near La Cadena Road in the City of Colton, San Bernardino County, Cali-
fornia.  This property is current vacant, but was used for decades as a Southern Califor-
nia Gas terminal, including tanks, pumping systems, equipment storage, and subsur-
face infrastructure.  The property is located within Township 1 South, Range 4 West, 
and portions of Sections 29 & 30.  The property is illustrated on the USGS San Bernar-
dino South quadrangle and, as noted, is currently vacant (see attached graphics).  The 
NAHC sacred land file search reported negative findings and the recently completed ar-
chaeological records search confirmed the property was not previously surveyed for cul-
tural resources.  It is noted, however, the area is relatively close to the historic commu-
nity of San Salvador (and Agua Mansa), along the Santa Ana River, south of I-10.  It is 
also relatively close to the historic core of the City of Colton. 
 
Please review your records and inform me of any issues, concerns, or topics you would 
want addressed in the technical report.  The City of Colton is acting as the Lead Agency 
for this project and any AB-52 or SB-18 consultation should be directed to the City.  The 
City will also be initiating consultation.  I look forward to hearing from you and appreci-
ate your dedication to the protection of non-renewable cultural resources. 
 
Sincerely, 

Jeanette A. McKenna 
Jeanette A. McKenna, Principal    
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McKenna et al. 

History/Archaeology/Architectural History/Ethnography/Paleontology 
 

Jeanette A. McKenna, MA, HonDL 
Reg. Professional Archaeologist 

                          Owner and Principal Investigator 
March 29, 2020 
 
 
Soboba Band of Luiseno Indians 
Attn: Joseph Ontiveros, Cult. Res. Dept. 
P.O. Box 487 
San Jacinto, California 92583 
 
 
RE: U.S. Auction Vehicle Sales & Storage Facility, Colton, San Bernardino County, CA. 
 
 
Mr. Ontiveros: 
 
McKenna et al. is initiating the cultural resources investigations of a 7.1 area property 
for the proposed U.S. Auction Vehicle Sales & Storage Facility to be located west of the 
215 Freeway near La Cadena Road in the City of Colton, San Bernardino County, Cali-
fornia.  This property is current vacant, but was used for decades as a Southern Califor-
nia Gas terminal, including tanks, pumping systems, equipment storage, and subsur-
face infrastructure.  The property is located within Township 1 South, Range 4 West, 
and portions of Sections 29 & 30.  The property is illustrated on the USGS San Bernar-
dino South quadrangle and, as noted, is currently vacant (see attached graphics).  The 
NAHC sacred land file search reported negative findings and the recently completed ar-
chaeological records search confirmed the property was not previously surveyed for cul-
tural resources.  It is noted, however, the area is relatively close to the historic commu-
nity of San Salvador (and Agua Mansa), along the Santa Ana River, south of I-10.  It is 
also relatively close to the historic core of the City of Colton. 
 
Please review your records and inform me of any issues, concerns, or topics you would 
want addressed in the technical report.  The City of Colton is acting as the Lead Agency 
for this project and any AB-52 or SB-18 consultation should be directed to the City.  The 
City will also be initiating consultation.  I look forward to hearing from you and appreci-
ate your dedication to the protection of non-renewable cultural resources. 
 
Sincerely, 

Jeanette A. McKenna 
Jeanette A. McKenna, Principal    
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6008 Friends Avenue, Whittier, California 90601-3724 or 1941 E. Pegasus Drive, Tempe, Arizona 85283 

(562) 696-3852 (CA Office)   (480) 664-0682 (AZ Office)  Cell 562-754-7712 
Email = jeanette.mckennaetal@gmail.com 

McKenna et al. 

History/Archaeology/Architectural History/Ethnography/Paleontology 
 

Jeanette A. McKenna, MA, HonDL 
Reg. Professional Archaeologist 

                          Owner and Principal Investigator 
March 29, 2020 
 
 
Torres-Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians 
Attn: Michael Mirelez, Cult. Res. Coordinator 
P.O. Box 1160 
Thermal, California 92274 
 
 
RE: U.S. Auction Vehicle Sales & Storage Facility, Colton, San Bernardino County, CA. 
 
 
Mr. Mirelez: 
 
McKenna et al. is initiating the cultural resources investigations of a 7.1 area property 
for the proposed U.S. Auction Vehicle Sales & Storage Facility to be located west of the 
215 Freeway near La Cadena Road in the City of Colton, San Bernardino County, Cali-
fornia.  This property is current vacant, but was used for decades as a Southern Califor-
nia Gas terminal, including tanks, pumping systems, equipment storage, and subsur-
face infrastructure.  The property is located within Township 1 South, Range 4 West, 
and portions of Sections 29 & 30.  The property is illustrated on the USGS San Bernar-
dino South quadrangle and, as noted, is currently vacant (see attached graphics).  The 
NAHC sacred land file search reported negative findings and the recently completed ar-
chaeological records search confirmed the property was not previously surveyed for cul-
tural resources.  It is noted, however, the area is relatively close to the historic commu-
nity of San Salvador (and Agua Mansa), along the Santa Ana River, south of I-10.  It is 
also relatively close to the historic core of the City of Colton. 
 
Please review your records and inform me of any issues, concerns, or topics you would 
want addressed in the technical report.  The City of Colton is acting as the Lead Agency 
for this project and any AB-52 or SB-18 consultation should be directed to the City.  The 
City will also be initiating consultation.  I look forward to hearing from you and appreci-
ate your dedication to the protection of non-renewable cultural resources. 
 
Sincerely, 

Jeanette A. McKenna 
Jeanette A. McKenna, Principal    

mailto:jeanette.mckennaetal@gmail.com
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Vertebrate Paleontology Section
Telephone: (213) 763-3325

e-mail: smcleod@nhm.org

9 April 2020

McKenna et al.
6008 Friends Avenue
Whittier, California  90601-3724

Attn: Jeanette A. McKenna

re: Paleontological resources for the proposed Vehicle Storage Auction Facility Project,
McKenna et al. Job No. 19.2039, in the City of Colton, San Bernardino County,
project area

Dear Jeanette:

I have conducted a thorough search of our paleontology collection records for the locality
and specimen data for the proposed Vehicle Storage Auction Facility Project, McKenna et al. Job
No. 19.2039, in the City of Colton, San Bernardino County, project area as outlined on the
portion of the San Bernardino South USGS topographic quadrangle map that you sent to me on
26 March 2020.  We do not have any vertebrate fossil localities that lie directly within the
proposed project area boundaries, but we do have localities farther afield from sedimentary
deposits similar to those that may occur subsurface in the proposed project area.

The entire proposed project area has surface deposits composed of younger Quaternary
Alluvium, derived as sand and gravel fluvial deposits from the Santa Ana River whose current
channel flows just to the east and south.  Typically these types of deposits do not contain
significant vertebrate fossils in the uppermost layers, but at depth they always have the potential
to contain significant fossil vertebrate remains.  Our closest vertebrate fossil locality from
somewhat similar deposits is LACM 8062, west-southwest of the proposed project area west of
Mira Loma, that produced fossil specimens of undetermined elephant, Proboscidea, bear, Ursus,
dog, Canis dirus, horse, Equus, camel, Camelops, and bison, Bison.  Slightly farther west-
southwest of the proposed project area our older Quaternary locality LACM 7811 produced a



fossil specimen of coachwhip, Masticophis flagellum. Our next closest fossil vertebrate locality
from similar deposits is LACM 4540, southeast of the proposed project area on the northeastern
side of the San Jacinto Valley just west of Jack Rabbit Trail, that produced a specimen of fossil
horse, Equus.  

Shallow excavations in the younger Quaternary Alluvium exposed throughout the
proposed project area probably will not encounter any significant vertebrate fossils.  Deeper
excavations that extend down into older sedimentary deposits, however, may well uncover
significant vertebrate fossil remains.  Any substantial excavations below the uppermost layers,
therefore, should be monitored closely to quickly and professionally recover any fossil remains
discovered while not impeding development.  Also, sediment samples should be collected and
processed to determine the small fossil potential in the proposed project area.  Any fossils
recovered during mitigation should be deposited in an accredited and permanent scientific
institution for the benefit of current and future generations.

This records search covers only the vertebrate paleontology records of the Natural History
Museum of Los Angeles County.  It is not intended to be a thorough paleontological survey of
the proposed project area covering other institutional records, a literature survey, or any potential
on-site survey.

Sincerely,

Samuel A. McLeod, Ph.D.
Vertebrate Paleontology

enclosure: invoice
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APPENDIX F: 
Photographic Record 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Overview of S. 6th Street, Colton, San Bernardino County, CA (SSW)

Northern Property Boundary from S. 6th Street, Colton (E)



Overview of Project Area from S. 6th Street, Colton SE)

Northern Gated Entry to Utility Yard on S. 6th Street, Colton (E)



Utility Yard on S. 6th Street, Colton (SE)

Southern Gated Entry to Utility Yard, S. 6th Strteet, Colton (E)



Southern Portion of Project Area from S. 6th Street, Colton, with Hydrant (SE)

Gated Entrance to Southern Portion of Project Area, from S. 6th Street, Colton (SE)



Existing Telecommunications Tower within Project Area, Colton (SE)

Overview of S. 6th Street from Fogg Street, Colton (NNE)



Southwestern Corner of Project Area from S. 6th Street and Fogg Street, Colton (NNE)

Overviedw of Fogg Street towards S. 6th Street and RR Underpass, Colton (W)



Overview of Fogg Street along Southern Project Area Prperty Boundary, Colton (E)

Gated Entrance on Southern Property Boundary, Colton (NW)



Overview of Southeastern Corner of Project Area, Colton (E)

Overview of Project Area from Southern Boundary, Colton (NE)



Overview of Project Area from Southern Boundary, Colton (NW)

Overview of Project Area from Southern Boundary, Colton (WNW)



Overview of Southwestern Corner of Project Area, Colton (W)

Stake Identified in Southwestern Portion of Project Area (unmarked), Colton (NW)



Stake Alignment in Southern Portion of Project Area, Colton (E)

Overview fo Western Portion of the Project Area, Colton (N)



Utility Yard Fronting S. 6th Street, Colton (NNW)

Earthen Mounds in Center f Project Area, Colton (SE)



Pipeline Marker to East of Utility Yard, Colton (W)

Abandoned Tank Pad to North of Utility Yard, Colton (NNW)



Abandoned Tank Pad to North of Utility Yard, Colton (NE)

Abandoned Tank Pad to North of Utility Yard, Colton (ENE)



Detail of Concrete Pad Illustrating Rough Surface, Coltonn (Detail)

Concrete Scarring Indicating Corrugated Metal Rib Imprints, Colton (S)



Pavement Identified in Northern Portion of the Project Area, Colton (NE)

Pavement Identified in Northern Portion of the Project Area, Colton (ESE)



Curbing of Pavement Identified in Northern Portion of the Project Area, Colton (N)

Curbing of Pavement Identified in Northern Portion of the Project Area, Colton (N)



Curbing of Pavement Identified in Northern Portion of the Project Area, Colton (E)

Curbing of Pavement Identified in Northern Portion of the Project Area, Colton (S)



Curbing of Pavement Identified in Northern Portion of the Project Area, Colton (W)

Curbing of Pavement Identified in Northern Portion of the Project Area, Colton (S)



Curbing of Pavement Identified in Northern Portion of the Project Area, Colton (S)

Curbing of Pavement Identified in Northern Portion of the Project Area, Colton (W)



Northern Propety Boundary, Colton (E)

Northern Propety Boundary, Colton (E)



Northern Propety Boundary, Colton (W)

Western  Propety Boundary, Colton (S)



Alley Access to Property from Eastern Property Boundary, Colton (E)

Pipeline Marker at Alley Entrance, Colton (ESE)



Fencing and Wall along Eastern Property Boundary, Colton (ESE)

Fencing and Wall along Eastern Property Boundary, Colton (SE)



Overview of Northern Portion of Project Area, Colton (NNW)

Overview of Central Portion of Project Area, Colton (W)



Overview of Central Portion of Project Area, Colton (SW)

Overview of Eastern Boundary of Project Area, Colton (S)



Early Structure in Yard Adjacent to Eastern Property Bundary, Colton (SE)

Eastern Property Boundary from Area of Structure, Colton (S)



Mature Palo Verde Tree in Center of Project Area (NW)

Rock Alignment near Southeastern Cornetr of Project Area, Colton (S)



Rock Alignment and Mature Trees on Eastern Property Boundary, Colton (NNE)

Overview of Southeastern Corner of the Project Area, Coltonn (SSE)



Fencing at Southeastern Corner of Project Area, Colton (SW)

Overview of Eastern Property Boundary, Colton (N)



Overview of Southern Portion of the Project Area, Colton (W)

Fencing at Southeastern Portion fo Proejct Area, towards Fogg Street, Colton (S)



Southern Property Boundary, North of Adjacent Residences fronting Fogg Street, Colton (E)

Overview of Central Portion of Proejct Area, Colton (N)



Central Portion of the Project Area with Earthen Mounds, Colton (NNW)

Overview of Area between Tower and Utility Yard, Colton (WNW)



Earthen Mound in Center of Property, Colton (NNW

Mature Palo Verde Tree in Center of Property, Colton (N)



Mature Palo Verde Tree in Center of Property, Colton (NW)

Southern Portion of Project Area, with Mounds, Colton (S)



Southeastern Corner of Project Area on Fogg Street, Colton (SE)

Fencing from Fogg Street, Colton (N)



Fencing along Fogg Street Frontage from Southeastern Property Corner, Colton (W)

Second Palo Verde Tree within Project Area, Colton (NW)



 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX G: 
California DPR-523 Forms 

 



 
DPR 523A (1/2020)  * Required Information 

State of California 

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

PRIMARY RECORD 

Primary # 

HRI # 

Trinomial 

 Other Listings: 

 Review Code:   6Z Reviewer: Jeanette A. McKenna Date:  4/10/2020 

Page  1  of  15  *Resource Name or # (assigned by recorder)  Southern California Gas Co. Facility, Colton 
 

P1.      Other Identifier:  APN 0163-281-31-0000 

*P2.    Location                     Not for Publication              X  Unrestricted 

*P2a.  County:   San Bernardino 

P2b.    USGS 7.5’ Quad: San Bernardino South Date:  1980 T 1S; R 4W;  N ½ of SW ¼ of  Sec.  29;  S.B.B.M. 

P2c.    Address:   1050 S. 6th Street City:   Colton Zip:   92324 

P2d.    UTMs:                             Zone: 11    See Continuation Sheet          mE    mN 

P2e.    Other Locational Data: (e.g.: parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate)     
            East side of S. 6th Street; north of Fogg Street; south of Congress Street.  West of Santa Ana River and just 
            east of the community of San Salvador. 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and  

               boundaries.)  Vacant property with sparse evidence of the 1925-1966 Southern California Gas  
           Company facility in Colton, San Bernardino County.  See Continuation Sheet for additional  
           details. 

P3b.   Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes.)  AH-2 (Structure or Buildings Pads) 

*P4.   Resources Present: □ Building  □ Structure □ Object   X Site 

           □ District             □ Element of District □ Others (Isolate, etc.) 

P5a.  Photo or Drawing (Photo Required for Buildings, Structures, and Objects) 

 

P5b:   Description of Photo:            
           November 23, 2019  

*P6.   Date of Construction/Age  

           X Historic  □ Prehistoric □ Both 

*P7.   Owner and Address: 
           Vehe Karapetian Trust 
           1050 S. 6th Street 
           Colton, California 92324   

*P8.   Recorded by:  McKenna et al. 
           Jeanette A. McKenna 
           6008 Friends Avenue 
           Whittier CA 90601-3724 

*P9.  Date Recorded:   4/10/2020 

*P10.  Survey Type:  Phase I Survey 

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “None.”)  McKenna, Jeanette A. (2020) – A Phase I 
            Cultural Resources Investigation for the Proposed US Auction Facility Development, 7.1 Acres of Land in 
            Colton, San Bernardino County, California (APN 0163-281-31).  On file, McKenna et al., Whittier, CA. 

*Attachments □ NONE   X Location Map □ Sketch Map  X Continuation Sheet □  BSO Record 

       X Archaeological Record □ District Record □ Linear Feature Record □ Milling Station Record 

       □ Rock Art Record □ Artifact Record □ Photographic Record   X Other (List): Photos 



 
DPR 523C (1/2020)  * Required Information 

State of California 

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE  RECORD 

Primary # 

HRI # 

Trinomial 

Page   2  of 15   *Resource Name or # (assigned by recorder) Southern California Gas Co. Facility, Colton 
 

A1.    Dimensions:  Irregular 7.1 Acres a. Length:    m. (   ) b. Width:   m. (   ) 

 Method of Measurement: □ Paced □ Taped □ Visual Estimate X Other 

 Method of Determination : (check any that apply) □ Artifacts □ Features □ Soil 

□ Vegetation  □ Topography □ Cut bank □ Animal Burrow □ Excavation 

X Property Boundary □ Other: 

 Reliability of Determination: X High □ Medium □ Low □ Explain: 

     Limitations: (Check any that apply) □ Restricted Access □ Paved/Built Over □ Vegetation 

□ Disturbances □ Site Limits Incompletely Defined □ Other: (Explain) 

A2.    Depth: X NONE □ Unknown Method of Determination: 

A3.    Human Remains: □ Present X Absent □ Possible □ Unknown (Explain) 

A4.    Features: (Number, briefly describe, indicate size, list associated cultural constituents, and show location of each feature on 

            sketch map.)   Concrete pads from removed tanks 
A5.    Cultural Constituents: (Describe and quantify artifacts, ecofacts, cultural residues, etc., not associated with features.)   
          Fenced property with remnants of concrete pads, dirt access roads, remnants of modest landscaping. 

A6.    Were Specimens Collected? X No □ Yes 
(If yes, attach Artifact record or catalo and identify where specimens 
are curated.)   

A7.    Site Condition: □ Good □ Fair X Poor  

          Describe Disturbances: Demolition of 1925-1966 facility; disking; weed abatement; modest post-1966 use. 

A8.    Nearest Water: (Type, distance, and direction)  Santa Ana River ½ mile to east. 

A9.    Elevation(s):   927 feet AMSL 

A10.  Environmental Setting: (Describe culturally relevant variables such as vegetation, fauna, soils, geology, landform, slope, aspect, 

             exposure, etc.)  Terrace above Santa Ana River 

A11.  Historical Information:  So. Cal. Gas Company established facility in 1925, purchased prior ag. land 

A12.  Age:  □ Prehistoric □ Protohistoric □ 1542-1769 □ 1769-1848 □ 1848-1880 

 □ 1880-1914 X 1914-1945 X 1945-1965 □ Post-1965 □ Undetermined 

A13.  Interpretations: (Discuss data potential, function(s), ethnic affiliation, or other interpretations) 

          Sparse remnants of the 1925-1966 Southern California Gas Company Facility in Colton, San Bernardino 
          County, CA. 
A14.  Remarks:  So. Cal. Facility abandoned and demolished; no significant elements remain.  

A15.  References (Documents, Informants, Maps, and other references)   McKenna, Jeanette A. (2020) 

A16.  Photographs (List subjects, direction of view, and accession numbers or attach a Photographic Record)  on file, McKenna et  
          al., Whittier, CA 

          Original Media/Negatives Kept At:  McKenna et al., Whittier, CA 

A17.  Form Prepared by:              Jeanette A. McKenna, Principal          jeanette.mckennaetal@gmail.com 

          Affiliation and Address:     6008 Friends Avenue 
                                                          Whittier, California 90601-3724 
                                                          (562) 696-3852                                                         

Date:   4/10/2020 

mailto:eanette.mckennaetal@gmail.com


 
DPR 523J (1/2020)  * Required Information 

State of California 

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

LOCATION MAP 

Primary # 

HRI # 

Trinomial 

Page  3  of  15  *Resource Name or # (assigned by recorder)  Southern California Gas Co. Facility, Colton 

*Map Name:   USGS San Bernardino South Quad *Scale  1:64,000 *Date of Map   1980 

 

 



 
DPR 523L (1/2020)  * Required Information 

State of California 

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

CONTINUATION SHEET 

Primary # 

HRI # 

Trinomial 

Page  4  of  15  *Resource Name or # (assigned by recorder) Southern California Gas Co. Facility, Colton 

Recorded by:   Jeanette A. McKenna *Date  April 10, 2020 X  Continuation Update 
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B C 

D E 
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DPR 523L (1/2020)  * Required Information 

State of California 

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

CONTINUATION SHEET 

Primary # 

HRI # 

Trinomial 

Page  5 of  15  *Resource Name or # (assigned by recorder) Southern California Gas Co. Facility, Colton 

Recorded by:   Jeanette A. McKenna *Date   April 10, 2020 X  Continuation Update 

 

 

NAP 

Tower 



 
DPR 523L (1/2020)  * Required Information 

State of California 

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

CONTINUATION SHEET 

Primary # 

HRI # 

Trinomial 

Page  6  of  15  *Resource Name or # (assigned by recorder) Southern California Gas Co. Facility, Colton 

Recorded by:   Jeanette A. McKenna *Date  April 10, 2020 X  Continuation Update 
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The site area consists of 7.1 acres of land on the northeastern corner of Fogg Street and 6th Street; 
south of Interstate 10 and between La Cadena Drive (west) and Jefferson Lane (east).  The property 
boundaries are irregular, resulting in a minimum of ten UTM coordinate points (see below).  Access to 
the property is afforded via a gate on 6th Street (west side of property) and Fogg Street (south side of 
property).  The northern and eastern sides of the property are dominated by residential properties and 
there is a utility access alley extending from a midpoint on Jefferson Lane, entering the east side of 
the property.  At the time of this investigation, the alley was also open and provided immediate pedes-
trian access from Jefferson Lane.  The project area is also within Township 1 South, Range 4 West, 
and the southwest quarter of Sections 29. 

 

Table 1.  UTM Coordinates for Corners within the Project Area. 

Point 
NAD 27 NAD 83 

Easting Northing Easting Northing 
A 469712 3767959 469631 3768055 
B 469741 3768072 469660 3768268 
C 469779 3768075 469698 3768271 
D 469781 3768102 469700 3768298 
E 469833 3768103 469752 3768299 
F 469833 3768070 469752 3768266 
G 469868 3768070 469787 3768266 
H 469865 3767920 469784 3768116 
I 469790 3767920 469709 3768116 
J 469791 3767957 469710 3768053 

 

 
By ca. 1928, the boundaries of the current project area (APN -031) were defined as a composite 
of two lots.  Assessor records show the eastern portion of the property was known as “Lot A” 
(2.44 acres) with an irregular western boundary line.  The western portion was “Lot B” (4.97 
acres) defined by the alignment of Sixth Street (originally Colton Avenue), La Cadena Drive 
(now Fogg Street), and the adjusted boundary of the Pablo Belarde Subdivision.  The 7.41 acre 
parcel was lessened by the widening of the two frontage street and the maintenance of a utility 
tower and pump station along Sixth Street, resulting in the 7.1 acre project area.  It is quite pos-
sible, Lots “A” and “B” were of similar size prior to the improvements completed along Jefferson 
Lane and the identification of the individual properties. 
 
Research also confirmed the project area was owned by the Southern California Gas Co, by 
1925 – purchased from the Belardes and/or the Tetley/Johnsons.  Between 1925 and 1966, this 
Gas Co. complex (including tanks, pumping facilities, storage, and other use areas) was an ac-
tive facility.  
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In ca. 1966, the Gas Co. closed their facility and removed all improvements save the pump sta-
tion along Sixth Street.  A pipeline also crosses the property.  The land was sold to Herman A. 
Schmid, who held the unimproved property until 2002.  Kathy T. Pham owned the property from 
2003 to 2007 and, since 2008, the property has been owned by the Vahe Karapetian Trust.  
With the exception of some weed abatement, there have been no substantial changes to the 
property.  There is evidence of the tank pads and some other use areas, but no equipment or 
debris.  The property is fenced along Sixth Street and Fogg Street.  Access is afforded via a utili-
ty access road off Jefferson Lane.  Following the abandonment of the Gas Co. facility, these im-
provements were demolished, the only remaining component being the pump site along Sixth 
Street (not a part of the proposed project area).  A transmission tower has also been established 
near the southwestern corner of the property. 
 
The recent research concluded the project area was owned as early as the 1890s by the Be-
larde family, who owned all of Lot 4 of Block 80 of the Rancho San Bernardino.  The Belardes 
maintained ownership of the northern extent of this Lot, but eventually sold off much of the 60 
acres – essentially all of the acreage south of the Pablo Belarde Subdivision (ca. 1901).  No im-
provements were noted within the project area until the 1925 establishment of the Southern Cali-
fornia Gas Company facility – which likely replaced agricultural activities and or grazing areas 
once owned by the Belarde family.  This Gas Company facility remained active on the property 
until 1966, when it was abandoned and dismantled.  No improvements replaced the facility and 
the land was left unused, although sold by the Gas Company.  Scant evidence of the facilities 
remains in the form of concrete pads for the tanks and some impacts associated with use areas. 
 
The field survey confirmed evidence of the 1925-1966 Gas Company facility in the form of con-
crete pads associated with the large tanks illustrated on the USGS maps and/or aerial photo-
graphs.  Examination of these pads (two still evident) show the pad to be a rough pour with 
ridges on the peripheries indicating the tanks were constructed of corrugated metal. 
 
There are other areas within the property that show evidence of unpaved use areas and access 
roads.  There were utility structures, but any foundations for these structures were removed (or 
the structures had no foundations and dirt floors). 
 
No evidence of artifacts associated with the Gas Company facility were noted.  However, evi-
dence of more recent activities was noted in the form of sparse modern refuse (glass, paper, 
plastic), some tired tracks from bicycles and/or small motorbikes or motorcycles, and recent 
dropping indicating the presence of horses and/or cows grazing on the site.  There are small 
mounds of dirt and vegetation resulting from weed abatement and/or property maintenance.  
There is also evidence of introduced trees (palm and palo verde) that were likely planted by the 
Gas Company (not too old, but mature).  Overall, the property showed scant evidence of the 
Gas Company’s industrial complex, but little else.  These remnants lack the necessary integrity 
to be considered historically significant. 
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No evidence of paleontological resources was identified within the property and the potential for 
such resources is considered quite low.  None are expected to be found or impacted by the pro-
posed improvements.  
 
The Native American Heritage Commission had no data in their files to indicate the presence of 
any sacred or religious sits in the vicinity of the project area.   
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State of California — The Resources Agency Primary # —/-3
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI #

_______________________________________

PRIMARY RECORD Trinomial

_____________________

NRHP Status Code 6Z
Other Listings — I S72..ICT
Review Code Reviewer Date

Page _.j_. ofjj Resource Name or #: South Colton

P1. Other Identifier: Area of Potential Effects Map Reference #5
*P2 Location: fl Not for Publication IEJ Unrestricted *a. County: San Bernardino and (P2b and P2c or P2d, Attach a

Location Map as necessary.)
*b USGS 7.5’ Quad: San Bernardino South, CA Date: 1967, PR 1980 TIS; R. in unsectioned land S.B.B.M.
c. Address: City: Colton Zip:
d. UTM: Zone: 11;

___________mE/ ___________mN

(G.P.S.)
e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel#, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate): The boundaries of this potential

district are: 1-10 on the north; South Rancho Avenue on the west; West Fogg Street and East Congress Street on the south;
and Foaci Street on the east.

*p3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)
The majority of this potential historic district is outside the project’s APE. As discussed above, the entire potential district was

surveyed at the reconnaissance level (windshield). In addition, the small percentage (10%) of properties along East and West K
Street, which are located in the APE, were surveyed intensively and evaluated individually (see pages 4—9). Because the
approximately 45 properties within the APE are significantly altered, are within a heavily altered neighborhood, and most would
have been exempt from evaluation pursuant to the Caltrans Section 106 Programmatic Agreement, Primary Records were not
prepared for these properties. Instead, a table of summary information and photographs of these properties has been provided on
a series of Continuation Sheets.

*P3b Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) HP36-Ethnic property/neighborhood
p4 Resources Present: Building Structure CObject E:JSite lDistrict EJElement of District IJOther (Isolates, etc.)

P5a. Photo or Drawing (Photo required for buildings, structures, and objects.)
P5b. Description of Photo: (View,

See Continuation Sheets date, accession #) See Continuation
Sheets

*p6. Date ConstructedlAge and
Sources: JHistoric
flPrehistoric ElBoth

*7 Owner and Address:
Multiple/Unknown

*p8. Recorded by: (Name,
affiliation, and address)
Casey Tibbet, M.A.
LSA Associates, Inc.
1500 Iowa Avenue, Suite 200
Riverside, CA 92507

*9 Date Recorded:
May 2010

*P1O. Survey Type: (Describe)
Intensive-level Section 106 and

____________________________________________________________________________

CEQA compliance

p[• Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none,”) Historic Property Survey Report for the Colton Crossing
Rail-to-Rail Grade Separation, Attachment B, Historic Resources Evaluation Report, 2011.

*Attachments: DNONE t1Location Map tiSketch Map l1Continuation Sheet EJBuilding, Structure, and Object Record
DArchaeological Record llDistrict Record EJLinear Feature Record ElMilling Station Record ElRock Art Record
DArtifact Record EJPhotograph Record C Other (List):

DPR 523D (1195) *Requlred information
R:\HDRO8O2_Colton Crossing\CulturaIDPR forms\Built resources for HRER05 South Colton.doc



State of California — The Resources Agency Primary #
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI #

DISTRICT RECORD Trinomial
Page 2 of 11 *NRHP Status Code: 6Z

*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder): South Colton

DI. Historic Name: South Colton; Cholovilile; Little Mexico D2. Common Name: South Colton
APE Map Reference #5

*03 Detailed Description: (Discuss overall coherence of the district, its setting, visual characteristics, and minor features. List all elements of
district.): The potential South Colton Historic District (SCHD), generally bounded by South Rancho Avenue, InterstatelO (1-10),12th Street, and Fogg Street, is characterized by a mix of suburban development including predominately historic-period (pre
1960) single-family and multifamily residences, a few small historic-period commercial buildings, some large modern
commercial and industrial uses, two schools, numerous vacant lots, and several railroad tracks. The area is not formally
designated as a historic district but was previously documented in Five Views: An Ethnic Historic Site Suivey for California, A
l-llsfo’y of Mexican Americans in California: Historic Sites, South Colton, Co/ton, San Bernardino County, which was published
in 1988 by the California Department of Parks and Recreation and the Office of Historic Preservation. The entire potential
SCHD was surveyed at the reconnaissance level and approximately 45 properties along East and West K Street, which are
located in the Area of Potential Effects (APE), were surveyed intensively (see pages 3—7). Based on field observations, the
area north of 0 Street is densely developed with historic-period residences arranged along a typical grid pattern of streets. The
blocks are relatively small, the building setbacks are fairly uniform, and although there are several vacant properties and most
of the buildings have been altered, there are relatively few modern developments. The area south of 0 Street is less densely
developed with a higher percentage of vacant lots and non-residential uses. Most of the buildings are modest in character and
have been extensively altered.

*D4. Boundary Description (Describe limits of district and attach map showing boundary and district elements): The boundaries of this
potential district are: 1-10 on the north, South Rancho Avenue on the west, West Fogg Street and East Congress Street on the
south, and Fogg Street on the east.

*JJ5 Boundary Justification: The boundaries were defined in A Histoty of Mexican Americans in California: Historic Sites, South
Co/ton, Co/ton, San Bernardino County, which was published in 1988 by the California Department of Parks and Recreation
and the Office of Historic Preservation. The article is part of Five Views: An Ethnic Historic Site Suivey for California.
According to the article, this entire area was developed by predominantly Mexican immigrants and, at one time, was
representative of the development of a Hispanic neighborhood over several decades.

*06. Significance: Theme: Ethnic Neighborhood Area: City of Colton
Period of Significance: circa 1890—1960 Applicable Criteria: NA

(Discuss district’s importance in terms of its historical context as defined by theme, period of significance, and geographic scope. Also
address the integrity of. the district as a whole.) The potential SCHD does not appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National
Register of Historic Places (National Register) as a historic district or to qualify as a historical resource pursuant to the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Further, none of the properties within the South Colton area that were
intensively surveyed appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register as either contributors to a historic district or
as individual properties and none appear to qualify as historical resources under CEQA.
Historical Background: In the 1890s, the South Colton neighborhood began to be inhabited by Mexican laborers reportedly
brought in to work on the railroads (California Department of Parks and Recreation 1988). As a result, a predominantly
Mexican neighborhood was established south of the Southern Pacific (SP) tracks where there was already a small community
of people from Abiqiui, New Mexico (ibid.). These earlier settlers had come to the area in the 1840s at the request of
“California rancheros who wanted families to colonize the outer limits of their lands and protect (see Continuation Sheet)

*D7. References (Give full citations including the names and addresses of any informants, where possible.):
Aerial Photographs

1968 Provided by GeoSearch from the ASCS collection.
Anonymous

1943a S.F. Extending Double Track From Colton to Highgrove, Expansion of Freight Storage Yard Facilities Near City
Nearly Completed. Unidentified newspaper, June 20. Article on file in the vertical files in the Norman F. Feldheym
Library, Arda Haenszel California Room.

1 943b Bridges Over Santa Ana Are Being Built, Both Santa Fe, SP Announce Plans to Speed Up Traffic. Unidentified
newspaper, August 7. Article on file in the vertical files in the Norman F. Feldheym Library, Arda Haenszel California
Room.

1943c Mexicans Quit Santa Fe Jobs, 18 Are Deported, Workers Dissatisfied with 47%-Cent Rate, Walk Off. Unidentified
newspaper, August 5. Article on file in the vertical files in the Norman F. Feldheym Library, Arda Haenszel California
Room.

California Department of Parks and Recreation
1988 A History of Mexican Americans in California: Historic Sites, South Co/ton, Colton, San Bernardino County. Accessed

online on May 13, 2010 at: http://www.nps.gov/history/history/online_books/5views/5views5h2 1 .htm.
City of Colton

2000 City of Colton Cultural Resources Preservation Element, San Salvador Old Commercial Center District, September 5.
Holt, Raymond M.

1958 The Mountain They Put in Sacks. Westways, June,
Smith, Ian

1977 A History of Mining Operations at Mt. Slover, Colton, California. On file at the San Bernardino County Archaeological
Information Center, Redlands, CA.

*D8. Evaluator: Casey Tibbet, M.A. Date: May 2010
Affiliation and Address: LSA Associates, Inc., 1500 Iowa Avenue, Suite 200, Riverside, CA 92507

OPR 5230 (1/95) *Required information
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*D6. Significance;
their property from Indian attack, thieves, and marauders. in exchange, the New Mexican pioneers, led by Hipolito Espinosa and
Lorenzo Trujillo, received land on which to settle, farm, and establish their own communities” (ibid.). The two communities merged
and by 1905, the area had a population of 500 residents and was called ‘Little Mexico” and “Choloville” by the Anglo residents of
Colton (ibid.).

The City continued to grow during the following decades and, in response to poverty, racism, and exclusion from the
mainstream soclo-political institutions, the South Colton area developed its own community institutions and a strong community
support network (California Department of Parks and Recreation 1988). “In 1917, Chicano workers organized the Trabajadores
Unidos union and led a successful strike against the Portland Cement Company, one of Colton’s major industries and its largest
employer” (ibid.). The California Portland Cement Company began manufacturing cement in Colton in 1891 after calcite and other
ingredients essential for manufacturing cement were found on Slaver Mountain (Holt 1958). The Colton plant was the company’s
fourth plant in California and when it was completed in 1894, it employed 25 men (Smith 1977). By 1906, the company had
purchased the marble company’s property on the mountain and by 1916 the company owned the entire mountain (ibid. 18).

The period from World War I to the Depression saw continued segregation and little growth in the South Colton area. As a
result, several small businesses, “including bakeries, groceries, restaurants, pool halls, taverns, clothing, and butcher shops, met
most of the shopping needs of the community” (California Department of Parks and Recreation 1988). In 1922, Juan Caldera, a
local resident and owner of Caldera’s Carniceria, built a recreational facility for the community that included a swimming pool, a
baseball diamond, and bleachers (ibid.). This facility, along with most of the small commercial businesses that once served the
community, is long gone. According to information obtained from the City of Colton, 7 Street between K and 0 Streets was at one
time a commercial center; however, only five non-residential uses were observed along this corridor and a few appear to be non-
operational (City of Colton 2000). One long-time business that is still operating is the Street Market, located between L and M
Streets. In addition, the building at 105 South Street, which housed the Hub City Laundry for several decades, retains a high
degree of integrity.

During World War II, increased train traffic because of wartime shipping and transportation of troops necessitated additional
tracks. By 1943, both the SP and the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe (ATSF), which had merged with the California Southern, had
added tracks through Colton (Anonymous 1943a and 1943b). In some cases, due to the manpower shortage, high school boys
were recruited to help with construction efforts. In August 1943, 39 Mexican national workers quit their jobs with ATSF because
they were dissatisfied with the 47.5 cents-a-day pay (Anonymous 1943c). It was around this time, during and immediately after
World War II, that the South Colton area began to organize politically. In the 1950s, they helped elect Colton’s first Hispanic
Councilman and in 1979, the City elected their first Hispanic mayor, along with two Hispanic council members, and a Hispanic
school board member (City of Colton 2000).

Currently, the potential SCHD remains somewhat depressed and is characterized by extensively altered historic-period
homes, a few historic-period commercial businesses, modern development, and vacant lots. The original grid pattern of the streets
has also been changed. For example, East and West K Streets are culs-de-sac in three places, La Cadena Drive has been
realigned and now goes under the railroad tracks, most of South 6 Street has been removed to accommodate the railroad, and
Rancho Avenue, the neighborhood’s western boundary, was built sometime after 1968 (Aerial Photograph 1968). Today, the
neighborhood retains very little of the Hispanic flavor it reportedly had in the first half of the 20th century.

Significance Evaluation:
The potential South Colton Historic District does not appear to meet any of the criteria for listing in the National Register or the

California Register and is not currently listed in the City’s register of historic resources and districts. In addition, none of the
properties within the district that were intensively surveyed appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register or the
California Register either individually or as contributors to a historic district.

Under National Register criterion A and California Register criterion 1, although the Five Views (1988) documentation
concluded that “South Colton’s significance is that all of the trends in Chicano working class history are present in the small
community” and that “the Chicano historical experience is woven into the structures and the economic, linguistic, social, and
cultural fabric of this small self-contained Chicano barrio,” the community has changed significantly in the intervening years.
Buildings that symbolized the community, such as Caldera’s stadium, are now gone. Of the ten commercial businesses that were
operating in what was identified by the City as the San Salvador Old Commercial Center in 2000, only five remained and most
appear non-operational. One long-time business that is still operating is the 7th Street Market, located between L and M Streets.
Although the potential SCHD appears to retain a large Hispanic population, due to numerous alterations to the historic-period
buildings and street pattern, as well as demolitions and modern in-fill construction, the area no longer has a cohesive appearance
or feel. In addition, very few community-oriented businesses were observed and Spanish-style embellishments are not particularly
prevalent. In general, the potential SCHD simply appears to be an older, significantly altered neighborhood populated mainly by
Hispanics. The physical features of the potential SCHD no longer reflect the historic growth and development of this area as a
Hispanic community with its own set of traditional beliefs and practices. Because the area no longer retains sufficient integrity to
convey its historic associations, it is not eligible under this criterion.

(See Continuation Sheet)
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*D6. Significance:
Under National Register criterion B and California Register criterion 2, research conducted for the project, including the interviews
with long-time residents, did not illicit information suggesting that any of the residences are associated with any significant persons
or community leaders. However, property specific research was limited to those residences in the project’s APE. It is possible that
one or more persons significant in local history lived in South Cotton during the historic-period, but that alone would be unlikely to
make the entire South Colton neighborhood historically significant as a district.

Under National Register criterion C and California Register criterion 3, according to the Five Views article (1988), residents
built small houses using available materials and added to them over time, giving the area ‘the aesthetic form and texture they were
familiar with in Mexico.” Today, there are numerous historic-period buildings reflecting modest examples of vernacular, Victorian,
Craftsman, Minimal Traditional, and Ranch styles. However, due to modern alterations, the Hispanic character and feel that existed
in 1988 is now gone. The neighborhood appears like any other working class neighborhood in the surrounding area. The
residences in the neighborhood appear to be modest examples of established styles and are not reflective of this vernacular,
working class design suggested by Five Views. In addition, the historic architectural integrity of the potential SCHD as a whole has
been further degraded by modern in-fill construction and demolitions that have left vacant lots scattered throughout the area. The
potential SCHD does not embody the distinctive cultural values of the Hispanic community in its architecture, landscaping, signage,
or ornamentation. Therefore, the potential SCHD is not eligible under this criterion. In addition, none of the individual resources
within this area that were intensively surveyed appears to be distinguished examples of a style or to retain enough integrity to be
individually significant.

Under National Register criterion 0 and California Register criterion 4, which is usually associated with archaeological
resources, South Colton area has not yielded, nor is it likely to yield, information important in history or prehistory. In rare
instances, structures or collections of structures can serve as sources of important information about historic construction materials
or technologies under criteria D14. However, this type of neighborhood is otherwise well-documented; it is well represented locally
and on a statewide level, both in written and visual materials and there are better examples of ethnic neighborhoods elsewhere in
the area/region/state. It does not appear to be an important source of primary information.

For these reasons, the potential SCHD does not appear to meet the criteria for listing In the National Register and does not
qualify as a historical resource under CEQA. In addition none of the properties within the South Colton District that were intensively
surveyed (see below) appear to meet the criteria for listing in the National Register and do not qualify as a historical resource under
CEQA either individually or as district contributors. Neither the potential SCHD nor any individual properties were evaluated under
the local preservation ordinance.

Historic-Period Properties Intensively Surveyed. Dates of construction were obtained from one or more of the following
sources: building permits, ZilIow.com, Sanborn Fire Insurance maps, aerial photographs, or ParcelQuest.com. All photographs
were taken on May 14, 2010,

Assessor’s Parcel #: Assessor’s Parcel #:
016306116 016308114
Address: Address:
154 East K Street 162 East K Street
Year built: Year built:
Circa 1955 1906
Integrity: Integrity:
Fair Good
Status Code: Status Code:
BZ 6L

Assessor’s Parcel 5: Assessor’s Parcel 5:
016308113 016308112
Address: Address:
148 East K Street 134 East K Street
Year built: Year built:
1949 Circa 1887
Integrity: Integrity:
Poor. Alterations Poor. Alterations
include new windows include windows
Status Code: Status Code:
6Z 6L

See Continuation Sheet
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Assessor’s Parcel #:
016308110
Address:
150 South La Cadena
Drive
Year built:
Circa 1955
Integrity:
Poor. Alterations
include new windows
Status Code: 6Z

Assessor’s Parcel #:
016307302
Address:
178 West K Street
Year built:
1912
Integrity:
Fair. Alterations
include columns and
railings.
Status Code:
6Z
Assessor’s Parcel #:
016307116
Address:
248 West K Street
Year built:
1920
Integrity:
Poor. Alterations
include new windows
and wall cladding.
Status Code:
6Z

Assessor’s Parcel #:
016307114
Address:
264 West K Street
Year built:
1920
Integrity:
Poor. Alterations
include 1949 addition,
new wall cladding
Status Code:
6Z

See Continuation Sheet

Assessor’s Parcel #:
016307303
Address:
West K Street (east of
178 W. K St.)
Year built:
Circa 1920
Integrity:
Good
Status Code: 6Z

Assessor’s Parcel #:
016307301
Address:
192 West K Street
Year built:
1912
Integrity:
Poor. Alterations include
porch enclosure and
new windows.
Status Code:
6Z
Assessor’s Parcel #:
016307115
Address:
252 West K Street
Year built:
1920
Integrity:
Poor. Alterations include
new windows and door.
Status Code:
6Z

Assessor’s Parcel #:
016302224
Address:
457 West K Street
Year built:
1960
Integrity:
Poor. Alterations include
modern windows and
lattice carport
Status Code:
6Z
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Historic-Period Properties Intensively Surveyed: Dates of
sources: building permits, Zillow,com, Sanborn Fire Insurance
were taken on May 14, 2010.

construction were obtained from one or more of the following
maps, aerial photographs, or ParcelQuest.com. All photographs
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Assessor’s Parcel #:
016302119
Address:
503 West K Street
Year built:
1958
Integrity:
Poor. Alterations
include new windows
and door.
Status Code: 6Z

Assessor’s Parcel #:
016302104
Address:
541 West K Street
Year built:
1922
Integrity:
Poor. Alterations
include new windows
and wall cladding
Status Code: 6Z

Assessor’s Parcel #:
016302107
Address:
579 West K Street
Year built:
1959
Integrity:
Good
Status Code:
6z

Assessor’s Parcel #:
016302217
Ad dress:
483 West K Street
Year built:
1920
Integrity:
Poor. Alterations include
new windows, door, and
stucco
Status Code: 6Z

Assessor’s Parcel #:
016302120
Address:
511 West K Street
Year built:
1958
Integrity:
Fair. Alterations
include new door and
possibly windows
Status Code: 6Z

Assessor’s Parcel #:
016302105
Address:
565 West K Street
Year built:
1949
Integrity:
Fair. Alterations
Include new window.
Status Code: 6Z

Assessor’s Parcel #:
016302109
Address:
595 West K Street
Year built:
1901
Integrity:
Good. Alterations
include a new door.
Status Code:
6L

Assessor’s Parcel #:
016301113
Address:
649 West K Street
Year built:
1963
Integrity:
Poor. Alterations
include new windows
and doors.
Status Code: 6Z

(See Continuation Sheet)

Assessor’s Parcel #:
016301130
Address:
681 West K Street
Year built:
1952
Integrity:
Fair: Stucco and
windows may not be
original.
Status Code: 6Z

State of California —The Resources Agency
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_________________________

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

CONTINUATION SHEET
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__________________________
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Historic-Period Properties Intensively Surveyed Dates of construction were obtained from one or more of the following sources:
building permits, ZiIIow.com, Sanborn Fire Insurance maps, aerial photographs, or ParcelQuest.com. All photographs were taken
on May 14,2010.

______

Assessor’s Parcel #:
01 6302216
Address:
481 West K Street
Year built:
1920
Integrity:
Poor. Alterations
include new windows
and tile window trim
Status Code: 6Z

L_
Ii
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*Recorded by LSA Associates, Inc.

________________ ______

*Resource Name or #: (Assigned by recorder) South Colton

*Date: May 2010 X Continuation Update

Historic-Period Properties Intensively Surveyed Dates of construction were obtained from one or more of the following sources:
building permits, Zillow.com, Sanborn Fire Insurance maps, aerial photographs, or ParcelQuest.corn. All photographs were taken
on May 14, 2010.

Assessor’s Parcel #: .. Assessors Parcel #:
016301129 .,. 016301115
Address: Address:
687 West K Street .,.- 697 West K Street ,-. —.

Year built: “ Year built: ... •‘

1949
—‘

1947 .....,
•

Integrity: Integrity:
Good. . Poor. Alterations
Status Code: :. - include windows, - -

6Z I stucco, and a carport.
Status Code:
6Z

Assessor’s Parcel #: Assessor’s Parcel #:
016301116 016301117
Address: Address:
699 West K Street 705 West K Street . . t
Year built: Year built:
1949 1946 .

Integrity: Integrity:
Poor. Alterations Poor. Alterations :

include wall cladding include carport and
and awnings modern stucco.
Status Code: Status Code: I.
6Z 6Z

Assessor’s Parcel #: Assessor’s Parcel #: . .

016301118 =9 .. ‘.

709 West K Street 725 West K Street

:blt:
Year built:

teeI:t:Tsdows
l5creens

and carport. and railings. Maybe ‘.

Status Code: windows.
6Z Status Code:

6Z

Assessor’s Parcel #: Assessor’s Parcel #: . .

016301120 016301121
Address: Address:
735 West K Street 745 West K Street
Year built: Year bulit: I

-Integrity Integrity
Poor. Alterations Poor. Alterations
include windows and include arches,
arches. windows, and stucco.
Status Code: Status Code:
sz 6Z

(See Continuation Sheet)
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Assessor’s Parcel

016301122
Address:
775 West K Street
Year built:
CIrca 1953
Integrity:
Poor. Alterations
include new
windows and a
possible addition.
Status Code:
6z

Assessor’s Parcel

016301133
Address:
781 West K Street
Year built:
1952
Integrity:
Poor. Alterations
include new
windows and doors.
Status Code:
6Z

Assessors Parcel
#:
016301110
Address:
181 South 3d Street
Year built:
1947
Integrity:
Good. Door does not
appear to be
original.
Status Code:
6Z

Assessor’s Parcel

016302218
Address:
146 South 45 Street
Year built:
1920
Integrity:
Poor. Alterations
include new
windows and
possibly an addition
Status Code:
6Z

(See Continuation Sheet)

Assessor’s Parcel

015301122
Address:
775 1/2 West K Street
Year built:
Circa 1953
Integrity:
Poor. Alterations
include lattice and
new windows.
Status Code:
6z

Assessor’s Parcel

016301109
Address:
125 South 3d Street
Year built:
1950
Integrity:
Poor. Alterations
include new
windows and a ramp
Status Code:
6z

Assessor’s Parcel
#:
016301111
Address:
191 South 31d Street
Year built:
1959
Integrity:
Fair. Appears to
have additions.
Status Code:
6z.

Assessor’s Parcel

016307118
Address:
105 South 71h Street
Year built:
Circa 1911
Integrity:
Good
Status Code:
6L

State of California —The Resources Agency
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Update

Properties Intensively Surveyed Dates of construction were obtained from one or more of the following sources: building permits,
Zillow.com, Sanborn Fire Insurance maps, aerial photographs, or ParcelQuest.com. All photographs were taken on May 14, 2010.
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Properties Intensively Surveyed Dates of construction were obtained from one or more of the following sources: building permits,
ZilIow.com, Sanborn Fire Insurance maps, aerial photographs, or ParcelQuest.com. All photographs were taken on May 14. 2010.

Assessor’s Parcel #:
016307118
Address:
107 South 7th Street
Year built:
Circa 1960
Integrity:
Fair.
Status Code:
6Z
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'State of Cal iforn ia - The Resources Agency 

OEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

56 Ser. No.. "d/3: ~t! - ~ - fl9~1 
HABS __ . HAER __ . NR 32.- SHL ~. Loc __ 
UTM: A a 

c 0 __ ~==~ ______ _ 

IDENTIFICATION South Colton ~Q I~ """5 ...... C)<2. 1. Common name : ____________________________ ~rV~~~_~ ____ ~_~~~ ______________ __ 
South Colton 

2. Historic name: _____________________________________ _ 

3. Street or rural address: __________________________________ _ 

If ~,' ", 0 1\1 ..... R Citvr..._-....;.(~.,_!..._· ...; .... _;,..;;.. ___________ Zip _______ County.' ... )..:.~..:,~., ...;.;., ~i?..I,;t .... · :...;'..;; ... .:." ...;.:~r...;.t;.t:;.;!...;{\....:....:1 O~ __ 

4. Parcel number: ___________________________ ~--------------

5. Present Owner: _____________________ Address: ____________ _ 

City ______________ Zip ____ Ownersh ip is: Publ ic _____ Pr ivate _______ _ 

6. Present Use : Chicano barrio Original use : _____ s_am_e ________________ _ 

DESCRIPTION 
7a. Arch itectural style : 
7b. Briefly describe the present physical description of the site or structure and describe any major alterat ions from its 

original condition: 
South Colton comprises 1.36 square miles of the City of Colton. 
Surrounded by railroad tracks,it includes that area east from Rancho to 
12th Streets, South to Fogy, and North to the San Bernardino Freeway. 
The houses are deteriorating, much of the small commercial section is 
closed, and the streets are in disrepair. 

Attach Photo(s) Here 

OPR 523 (Rev. 4179) 

8. Construction date: 
Estimated Factual ___ . 

9. Architect ________ _ 

10. Builder" _________ _ 

11 . Approx. property size (in feet) 
Frontage Depth __ _ 
or approx. acreage _____ _ 

12. Date(s) of enclosed photogrcrph(s) 
Dec. 1979 



Deteriorating 
13. Condition : Excellent _Good __ Fair __ ~~te8 _x_ No longer in existence --= 

Alterations: ___________________________________ _ 

15. Surroundings: (Check more than one if necessary) Open land ~Scattered buildings __ Densely built-up __ 
Residential __ x Industrial __ Commercial_X_Other: 

16_ Threats to site: None known_Private development-l. Zoning __ Vandalism __ 
Public Works project __ Other: _________________________ _ 

17. Is the structure: On its original site? __ _ Moved? __ _ Unknown? _____ -;-

18. Related features: __________________________________ _ 

SIGNIFICANCE 
19. Briefly state historical and/or architectural importance (include dates, events, and persons associated with the site.) 

The site proposed here for historical designation is the 
entire barrio of South Colton, an area of 1.36 square miles. 
With a population of 3,350, eighty-five percent of whom are 
Mexicanos · and Chicanos, South Colton's significance is that 
all of the trends in Chicano working class history are present 
in this small community. Threatened now by urban renewal and 
private development, South Colton is one of the very few barrios 
in California that offers the opportunity for preserving and 
maintaining the integrity of a community that so clearly reflects 
the entire scope of Chicano history. 

c 

The town of Colton was created by promoters of the Southern 
Pacific Railroad who wanted to divert the traffic and prosperity .f -, 
synonymous with railroads away from neighboring San Bernardino. ~ 
These promoters intended to make Colton the railroad center of 
Southern California. The Chicano barrio, the southside of Colton 
is also synonymous with railroads and with the Southern Pacific 
who brought in Mexican labqr 
in the 1890s to build, repair, 

20. Main \~RtJ ~mblIlUlorR:lfes~~deAMc5Je ~~ ~ 
checked, number in order of importance.) 
Architecture x Arts & leisure _.::.:x ____ _ 

Economic/Industrial ~Exploration/Settlement ---- rt~;;;~~;:~i~~~~~~~~i~~ Government ____ . Military ____ -::::-__ _ 
x Religion Social/Education ____ _ 

21. Sources (list books, documents, surveys. personal interviews 
and their dates). San Bernardino County- City 

DirectorieS1l912-l3, 1926; L.A. Ingerso11, _Centur 
Annals: History of San Bernardino Count Cali-
ornia, 1 69 to 1904 Los Angeles, 1904); 

Robert Pinger and Susan Phillips, "Colton," un­
published seminar paper in possession of (cont'd) 

22. Date form prepared .!:J~a~n~._==1.::.9~8.::.0--::-:::-:--:__--­
By (name) A. Castaneda & J. Pitti 
Organization Ch/Latino Cult. Resources 
Address: 1587 Woodland Avenue, fiB 
City , Palo Alto, CA Zip9430l 
Phone: ______________________________ __ 

#21 (cont'd) of Carlos Cortes, Dept. of History, 
,U.C. Riverside. Interview with Frank A. Gonzales 
Mayor of Colton Dec. 28 1979' Int~rview with 
Mrs. Martinez Williams, ~ec. 21, 1979; Interview 

"wI Mr. Ray Abril, Colton Board of Education, 

C:(:-. 
~ 

\ 
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South Colton 

and maintain the raillines. Begun as a railroad labor camp and 

(l adjacent to the railroad tracks, South Colton developed in the same 
way as many Chicano barrios and colonias througnout the Southwest 
and the Midwest. In most cases, Mexican labor came in with the 
railroads and established lasting communities out of what were 
originally railroad labor camps. These commu~i were founded 
next to the tracks because that was often marginal land, was 
economically affordable, close to work, and becasue de facto seg­
regation existed. In Colton the Chicano community established 
itself on an open section of~land southeast of the Southern Pacific 
Railroad tracks, where most of the Mexicanos worked. 

While the Mexicano community developing close to the tracks 
was new, an older, well-established Spanish-speaking community 
comprised of the descendants of the original New Mexican/Genizaro 
settlers of San Salvador was nearby. These settlers, from 
Abiqiui, New Mexico, had come to the river-bottom area near 
South .Colton in 1843 at the behest of Californio rancheros 
who wanted families to colonize the outer limits of their lands 

and protect their property from Indian attack, theives, and 
marauders. In exchange the New Mexican pioneers, led by Hipolito 
Espinosa and Lorenzo Trujillo, received land upon which to settle, 
farm, and establish their own communities. In 1913, when the 
Church of San Salvador was built in· South Colton, the two Spanish­
speaking communities merged. The original San Salvador Church 
was built in Agua Mansa by the community in 1853. It had, howe~er, 
been abandoned in the l890s and was subsequently reconstructed 
in South Col ton when the barrio residents petitioned the Archdiocese 
for their own church. San Salvador Church, central to the re]gious 
social, and political life of South Colton, still sits on the corner 

. of 7th and M streets, ~here it was built in 1913. 
As the town of Colton continued to grow and prosper, the 

Chicano barrio also grew through natural increase as well as through 
continued immigration. By 1905 South Colton had 500 residents and 
was called "Little Mexico" and "Choloville" by the Anglo residents 
of Colton. South Colton developed consistent with the economic, 
social, and political reality of the Mexicanos and Chicanos who 

lived and worked there. Little by little Mexicanos bought small 
lots and built their own homes, which they designed, from materials 

they could afford, and with the help of family and friends. Thus 



Sou th Col ton -3-

the homes in South Colton are primarily small, wooden frame 

structures that often started out as shacks constructed of dis­
carded lumber and corrugated aluminum. Many are of an elongated 
design, with one room after another added as familiee ~r~w. In 
most cases there is a small garden either to the §i.d~ §~ ?t the 
back of the house, and the lot is made attractive by th~ addition 
of numerous plants in brilliantly colored pots, M~ny pf the lots 
also have cactus and SUCCUlents planted near or around the house. 
The design of the homes, the material used. to construct them, 
and the use of the exterior space reflects not only the eonomic 
conditions and space needs of the Chicanos in South Colton, but 
also their aesthetic and cultural sensibilities. In short, the 
Mexicanos who created this community gave it the aesthetic form 
and texture they were familiar with in Mexico. They re-created 
a Mexican environment. 

The ,', economic, social, and poli tical conditions. and the 
Chicano response to 4k ...... in South Col ton, is further revealed 
in the history of the community. In response to the economic 
poverty, to racism, and to exclusion from socio-political ins­
titutions in the town of Colton, Chicanos in the barrio created 
their own institutions to educate their young, to provide medical 
aid and economic assistance. They also formed a labor union. 
By 1910 South Colton had an underground Spanish language academy 
where barrio youngsters were instructed in their community's 
language, values and history after the regular school day and 
on Saturday mornings. In 1913, community organizations in South 
Col ton included a liiutualista group ,(mutual aid society), a Oomite 
de Fiestas fatrioticas (committee for celebrating Mexican national 

. hoidays), and a womens' Cruz Azul (Blue Cross) society. The 
mutualistas helped each other with burial and other expenses when 
work related and other calamities occurred. The Cruz Azul members 
visited the sick and helped the family when illness struck in the 
barrio. Celebrations of Mexico'S national holidays, particularly 
the 16th of September and the Cinco de Mayo,were organized by 
the Comit{ de Fiestas Patri~ticas. The community, then, responded 

collectively to their poverty and to the exclusion from Anglo­
dominated andl.S~htrolled institutions. 

I~ 
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South Colton -4-

In 1917 Chicano workers organized the Trabajadores Unidos 
union and led a successful strike against the Portland Cement 
Company, one of Colton'as major industries and its largest em­
ployer. The two month strike was in protest of the out in 
Mexicanos' wages by the coment company, whose rational~ f~r 
the wage cut was that "Mexicans were making too much mQn~y ... l 
Ahglo workers employed at the coment company did not have their 
wages cut. Trabajadores Unidos won their strike. The company 

rescinded the wage cut. Subsequently the union opened a 
cooperative grocery store which they called "La. Union." 

The post'World War Two era to the Great Depression saw 
some growth of Colton's two commuriities. The two communities, 
however, did not experience parallel growth for South Colton 
did not receive its share of municipal funds for municipal 
services, educational, or recreational facilities. Streets 
in South Colton remained unpaved, sewage services were non­
existent. Chicano youngsters were segregated in a Mexican 
grade school with inadequate facilities, insufficient teachers, 
and were not welcome in the town's one high school in Colton 
proper. The city's swimming pool was segregated, Mexicanos 
could swim only on the day before the water was to be changed. 
The town's teater was also segregated. The two communities 
remained segregated, and except for work and some shopping, 
Chicanos and Anglos seldom interacted. 

In South Colton Chicano-owned businesses sprang up to 
service the Chicano community. A number of small business es, 
including bakeries, groceries, restaurants, pool halls, taverns, 
clothing, butcher shops, and other stores met most of the 
.shopping needs of the community. Whie most of these stores are 
now , closed, a few still exist such as the Seventh street Market, 
still operated by the original owners; Martinez' Bakery, now a 
small grocery store run by the daughter of the original owner. 
The significance of these stores cannot be overestimated. They 
not only provided the necessary prov~s10ns for a community that 

had restricted access to stores in Colton proper, but they did so 
. ..... . th . ln the l anguage, mannerlsms,~customs ; expresslng e economlC 
and cultural values of a working class Mexican community. Even 

in their decor, which included notices of community events, an 



South Colton 
I 

altar dedicated to a special saint, or the awne~'e pat~~n 
saint sitting in a special corner, reaffirmed the cultural 
identity of the community. Forced into segregation by economic 
circumstance and racial discrimination, the Chicano commu~y 
placed their indellible stamp on South Colton and made it theirs. 

The community's social functions, including ~u.inQi.aneras, 
baptisms, weddings, dances, the Fiestas patrloticas, ~nd other 
social activities were held in either the Parish Hall or a 

dance hall built in South Colton. The social life of the com­
munity revolved around these two halls, which were always decorated 
with banderitas, brilliantly colored crepe paper, and other or­
naments reflecting the aesthetic sensibilities of the community. 
Significant too is the fact these these activities involved the 
entire family. Grandparents, parents, young marrieds, teenagers, 
and infants all attended the dances, which often attracted big-name 
Mexicano and Chicano bands and conjuntos from Los Angeles. For 
the men in particular, the local pool halls and taverns were 
major centers of social activity - a place to relax, have a beer, 
s"ee freiIids and talk over the si tua tion with family, work, and 
making ends meet. 

To meet the community's entertainment needs and interests, as 
well as to counter the racism represented by the segregated 
Anglo-owned theater in Colton, two Chicano theaters showing Spanish­

language films opened in South Colton. EI Tivoli on 7th and 0 
Street and El Teatro Hidalgo not only showed films, they were also 
centers for community activity and Spanish-language theatrical 
presentations, including those of the traveling Circo Escalante 
fr"om Los Angeles, and tandas de variedad. The latter activity 
usually consisted of local residents displaying their talents to 
eachother. Cecilia Martinez Williams, born and raised in south 
Colton and now owner of Martinez' Baker, fondly recalled perfonning 
at the Tivoli as a child and stated that childrens' performances 
were a regular part of the activities at the Tivoli. Only a cement 
slab remains of the Tivoli now. 

To ensure that Chicano youngsters had a place to swim on a 

daily basis .. and that the community had a recreational center, 
Juan Caldera, owner of Caldera's Carniceria (butcher shop) built 

a stadium complex in South Colton in 1922. Calling it the Inter-
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national Sta dium, Caldera built a swimming pool, a bas.~ba~1. 

diamond and bleachers. Chicano baseball teams from all ov~r 

Southern California came to South Colton to compete in an in­
formal and unofficial, but very active, Chbaano baseball league. 
Of the stadium and swimming pool very little remains - a 
cem.ent foundation and a dusty, overgrown field are the !;Inly 

reminders of the structures around which the community'~ 

recreational life revolved . in the years before the O~pression 
of the 1930s. 

The repatriation and deportation of Mexicanos and 
Chicanos during the Great Depression (see the narrative for 
Central Station) not only served to depopulate South Colton 
but also effectively destroyed the developing economic and 
social stability of t he barrio. Most of the stores closed 

and many of the residents, including Caldera, were repatriated 
or deported. Some families, also including Caldera, later 

returned - but they had lost their property and any savings 
·they had accumulated prior to repatriation or deportation. 
South Colton never recovered from the effects of the repatriation/ 
deportation program. 

The Second World War and the post-war years saw the young 

people leave the barrio as the community sent sons to war and 

then saw them move to urban centers where economic and educational 
opportunies appeared more accessible. These who stayed in 
South Colton during and after the war, however, began to or­
ganize politically, to challenge the Anglo establishment, 
The excessive force used by Colton police in what has been called 
the "Col ton Zoot Sui t Riot" was soundly condemned by Chicanos 
who saw it was part of the attack against Mexicanos that occurred 
in Los Angeles in 1943 when Anglo sailors and marines attacked 
Mexican and Black youngsters wearing "drapes", stripped and beat 
them, then saw these youngsters arrested by the police. Chicanos 
in South Colton launched protests against the police, demanded 

better municipal services from City Hall, desegregation of the 

schools, and a voice in local goverment. In the fifties they 
elected a Chicano councilman. 
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The decade of the 1960s saw continued organization and 
political activity as the residents of South Colton joined in 
the " Chicano Movement and continued to struggle for political 
participation and to demand their civil rights. In 1979, when 
these interviews were conducted, Colton has a Chicano mayor 

and two Chicanos on the City Council as well as a Chicano 
schoolboard member. 

Though certain political gains have been won, South 
Colton remains economically depressed and the Chicano barrio 
is in danger of succumbing to urban renewal as the barrio now 
sits on prime industrial property. Private developers are 
most anxious to buyout low-income property owners in South 
Colton and make the area into an industrial park. At this 
time, although many of the original families still reside 
there, the population is increasingly composed of recent 
arrivals from Mexico. They, like the original inhabitants, 
have come in as unskilled labor in non-union industries, 
receive low wages, and have few economic benefits or securities • 
These newer residents come to a community which is essentially 
Mexicano/Chicano in language, values and customs. They con-
tribute mightily to its linguistic, social, cultural, and 
historical continuity as a Chicano community. 

From the original Bandini and Lugo land grants to the 
./ 

pioneer settlements of New Mexican-Genizaros at San Salvador, 
the influex of Mexican railroad labor, the segregation of the 
two communities, and the development of a Chicano working class 
community in South Colton - the Chicano historical experience 
is woven into the structures, the economic, linguistic, social 
and cultural fabric of this small', self-contained Cnicano barrio. 
The en~ire barrio of South Colton should be declared a historical 
si teO and as much as possible, specific structures such as the 

Tivoli Theater should be restored. 
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